$1.4 Million Awarded to Support Chesapeake Bay Restoration, Environmental Education and Community Engagement Projects 
The Chesapeake Bay Trust approves 90 grants through its Restoration, Fisheries, Environmental Education, Community Outreach and Mini Grant Programs 
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(Annapolis, MD) February 18, 2011 –Today the Chesapeake Bay Trust announced more than $1.4 million in awards to Maryland schools, nonprofit organizations, community groups and local governments to fund much-needed Chesapeake restoration, education, and community engagement projects and programs. During the first quarter of 2011, the Trust will make 90 grants through its Environment Education, Outreach and Community Engagement, Restoration, Fisheries and Mini Grant programs. Each of these grant programs is designed to promote  increased individual and community stewardship of our region’s land and water resources and heightened public engagement in the restoration and protection of the Chesapeake Bay. 
“Each year the Chesapeake Bay Trust’s grant programs engage more than 150,000 Marylanders.  These exceptional teachers, students, community leaders and volunteers work on projects that show all of us how we can become better stewards of the environment,” said Allen Hance, Executive Director of the Chesapeake Bay Trust.  “The Trust is proud to announce this latest round of grants, which will elevate the environmental literacy of our students and create real on-the-ground change in communities through the Chesapeake Bay region.”  
Specific grant programs and their results include:

Environmental Education Grant Program: $469,067 in funding 

The Trust approved 15 awards for a total of $469,067 through its Environmental Education grant program, including grants to Cecil County Public Schools and Anne Arundel County Schools for the development of comprehensive environmental literacy programs. These two initiatives will serve as important models for other schools systems in Maryland, which are working to develop programs needed to meet new environmental education requirements recently adopted by the Maryland State Board of Education.   

Outreach and Community Engagement Grant Program: $211,398 in funding 
Through its 15 Outreach and Community Engagement grants, the Trust will fund a number of innovative projects, including a stormwater awareness program by the Back River Restoration Committee in eastern Baltimore County, water quality monitoring by citizen-scientists in the Nanticoke watershed on the Eastern Shore, and work by the Anacostia Riverkeeper to reach out to subsistence and recreational anglers who may be unaware of fish advisories and other health issues related to the consumption of fish caught in the Anacostia River.
Restoration Grant Program: $398,384 in funding  

Awards made through the Restoration grant program will fund organizations in nine Maryland counties to restore or enhance over 55 acres of wetlands, reforest more than 10 acres of stream buffers, construct 11 rain gardens and bioretention cells, and engage over 1,200 Marylanders in on-the-ground restoration projects.  In total, the Trust will award 15 grants totaling almost $400,000.

Fisheries Grant Program: $238,089 in funding
Through the Trust’s Fisheries grant program, a partnership with the NOAA Restoration Center and the FishAmerica Foundation, the Trust will fund three large-scale projects that will result in the restoration of over 2,000 linear feet of stream channel, which will enable fish to pass through an additional 11 miles of streams.

Mini Grants Program: $110,497 in funding
The Trust will award 42 grants through its Mini Grant Program to fund meaningful Bay experiences for Maryland students in grades K-12, as well as projects to construct bioretention cells, conduct tree plantings, create rain barrels and promote hands-on restoration activities.
The Chesapeake Bay Trust awards on average more than 350 grants each year totaling over $4 million dollars through 11 grant programs. Since its inception in 1985, the Trust has received over 10,000 grant requests and reinvested $34 million through programs and projects designed to restore the Chesapeake and engage Maryland’s local communities. The Trust is supported by the sale of Maryland’s Treasure the Chesapeake license plate, donations to the Chesapeake Bay and Endangered Species Fund on the Maryland State income tax form, donations from individuals and corporations, and partnerships with private foundations and federal and state agencies. Fully 90 percent of the Trust’s expenditures are directed to its Chesapeake Bay restoration and education programs. 

For more information on these grant programs and what the Trust funds, visit www.cbtrust.org.

