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Green Streets-Green Jobs Grants Expand Green Infrastructure and Boost Local Economies for 10 Maryland Towns
More than $230,000 awarded to support grassroots-level greening efforts in urbanized communities and reduce stormwater run-off through the creation of “green streets”
                                                                                 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                       Contact: Molly Alton Mullins
410.974.2941, Ext. 107
(Silver Spring, MD) April 29, 2011 – Today the Chesapeake Bay Trust, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Maryland Department of Natural Resources and the Maryland Department of the Environment announced the first-ever grant recipients of the collaborative Green Streets-Green Jobs Initiative, a program designed to promote green streets, urban green infrastructure, and green jobs as part of an overall community or watershed plan.  In total, 10 cities and towns were awarded $25,000-$35,000 grants to fund the planning and design of green infrastructure projects within the Chesapeake Bay and Anacostia watersheds. This announcement was made at the start of the EPA’s Green Streets-Green Jobs Forum, a two-day event in support of innovative, green infrastructure practices to restore urban waters, promote renewable energy and protect public health and safety.  
“The Green Streets-Green Jobs Initiative is a winner because it combines the expertise and resources of federal and state governments with the know-how of local communities to improve our environment by building green streets that reduce urban runoff,” said Senator Ben Cardin, a member of the Environment and Public Works Committee.  “The communities that have been selected to receive these grants will be able to make significant upgrades to the urban landscape.”

Senator Cardin joined top officials from the EPA, Maryland’s Department of Natural Resources and Department of the Environment, local and regional technical experts and mayors from the selected towns to discuss plans for green street/green infrastructure projects that reduce polluted runoff and create green jobs in urban areas. The Green Streets-Green Jobs awardees include: Baltimore City, College Park, University Park, Capitol Heights, Bladensburg, Edmonston, Mount Rainier, Hyattsville, Cottage City and Colmar Manor.

“Green infrastructure projects offer more cost-effective approaches to water protection while at the same time making our communities cleaner, healthier and more desirable places to live and work,” said EPA Regional Administrator Shawn M. Garvin.  “By managing rainwater as a resource instead of a problem, communities can save $27 for every $1 invested in green infrastructure.”
The Green Streets-Green Jobs Initiative, administered through the Trust’s Watershed Assistance Grant Program, supports the implementation of President Obama’s Chesapeake Bay Protection and Restoration Executive Order through the creation of “green streets.” A “green street” is a street that 1) minimizes impact through an approach that incorporates water quality, energy-efficiency, and other environmental best practices; 2) integrates a system of stormwater management to increase infiltration and/or reduce flow; 3) reduces the amount of water that is piped directly into streams; 4) makes the best use of the street tree canopy for stormwater interception, temperature mitigation and air quality improvement; 5) encourages pedestrian and/or bicycle access; and 5) provides an aesthetic advantage to a community.

“These mayors and towns are shining examples of community stewardship efforts that are taking hold across Maryland and across the broader Chesapeake Bay watershed,” said Allen Hance, Executive Director of the Chesapeake Bay Trust. “The Trust looks forward to providing continued support for innovative green infrastructure projects that link together three outcomes sought by all communities: improved livability, a strengthened local economy and a healthier environment.” 
About the Chesapeake Bay Trust:  

The Chesapeake Bay Trust (www.cbtrust.org) is a state-chartered, nonprofit grant-making organization, sparking on-the-ground change in communities throughout Maryland and the broader Bay watershed.  Since its inception in 1985, the Trust has awarded more than $34 million in grants and engaged hundreds of thousands of citizen stewards in projects that have a measurable impact on the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries. The Trust is supported by the sale of the Maryland Treasure the Chesapeake license plate, donations to the Chesapeake Bay and Endangered Species Fund on the Maryland State income tax form, donations from individuals and corporations, and partnerships with private foundations and federal and state agencies.  Fully 90 percent of the Trust’s expenditures are directed to its Chesapeake Bay restoration and education programs.

