$600,000 in Funding Announced for Groundbreaking Projects to Help the Chesapeake Bay
The Chesapeake Bay Trust Awards Six Grants to Fund Innovative Approaches to Manage Agriculture and Develop Land in a Bay-friendly Manner
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Annapolis, MD (October 5, 2006) – Today the Chesapeake Bay Trust announced the results of its Pioneer Grants initiative, a groundbreaking program that is designed to fund innovative and cutting edge projects that help improve the waters of the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries.  At a press conference this morning on Maryland’s Eastern Shore, Congressman Wayne T. Gilchrest, Department of Agriculture Secretary Lewis R. Riley, Chesapeake Bay Trust leadership, and Pioneer grant recipients all gathered to hear the announcement of $600,000 in grants, which is earmarked to fund six innovative projects throughout Maryland.  Each of these projects, which range in scope and geographic location, focus on two areas: promoting best practices for agricultural management and new approaches to reduce the water quality impact of new development.
“Today the people of Maryland have taken a big step forward to help our great Chesapeake Bay,” said Congressman Gilchrest.  “By implementing new techniques and innovative approaches to develop land and control storm water run-off, and by striving to manage agricultural waste before it enters our waterways, we are able to address water quality issues while maintaining the economic viability of our local farms.”
Three of the Pioneer grant awards given out today focus on projects on Maryland’s Eastern Shore, including a grant for implementing a new method for managing poultry manure.  This technique has the potential to reduce the volume of poultry litter in chicken houses and its impacts on water quality.  Perdue Farms, the largest chicken producer in the Eastern United States, has lent its support to this project and attended today’s event.
“Virtually each of the Trust’s Pioneer grant projects lends an innovative approach to manage waste more efficiently, advance new agricultural markets and reduce nutrient run-off into the Bay,” said Lewis R. Riley, secretary of the Department of Agriculture.  “We are pleased to be a part of this program as we strive to enhance agriculture and improve the Chesapeake.” 
Grants also were awarded to the Maryland Department of Agriculture and the University of Maryland Center for Environmental Science to reduce nutrient run-off from diary farms, to the University of Maryland Cooperative Extension to implement irrigation sensor technology to reduce nutrients from nursery operations, and to the Maryland-Delaware Forage Council to market hay more aggressively as a product that has both economic value and large nutrient reduction capabilities.  The town of Denton also received a pioneer grant for its approach to apply innovative techniques to protect water quality in new land developments.  
“The Trust’s Pioneer Grants program is an approach to fund projects that seek to improve water quality and wildlife in the Bay,” said David O’Neill, executive director of the Chesapeake Bay Trust.  “These types of larger grant awards represent a major development in the Trust’s grant making direction to focus on projects which educate the public and advance activities that have an immediate ecological benefit.”
Since its inception, the Trust’s Pioneer Grants program has awarded $1.18 million in three years.  For more information on the Chesapeake Bay Trust and its grants, visit www.cbtrust.org.
