Governor Martin O’Malley Appoints Two New Members to the Chesapeake Bay Trust’s Board of Trustees

Area business leader and local government official join 19-member board
                                                                                    

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                       Contact: Molly Alton Mullins
410.974.2941, Ext. 107

(Annapolis, MD) September 20, 2011 – On behalf of Governor Martin O’Malley, today the Chesapeake Bay Trust announced the appointment of two new members to its board of trustees: Mr. Carter Heim and Mr. Adam Ortiz. Each appointee brings a wealth of experience to their post and will work with the Chesapeake Bay Trust board and staff to advance Bay restoration, environmental education and community involvement throughout the Chesapeake Bay watershed.  

“It is with great pleasure that I appoint Mr. Heim and Mr. Ortiz to the Chesapeake Bay Trust’s Board of Trustees,” said Governor O’Malley.  “Protecting the Chesapeake Bay is extremely important to our great state and I believe these individuals will serve ably in advancing the grant-making work and stewardship mission of the Chesapeake Bay Trust.” 

The Chesapeake Bay Trust is a state-chartered, nonprofit grant-making organization that has awarded more than $40 million in grants to projects and programs dedicated to the protection and restoration of the Chesapeake Bay and its rivers. Its 19-member board of trustees is comprised of representatives from the State General Assembly, Maryland Department of Natural Resources, Maryland Department of the Environment, and Maryland Department of Agriculture. The remaining board members represent business, local government, educational and environmental communities as well as the broader public.
“The governor’s new appointments bring to the Trust two exceptional individuals whose diverse professional backgrounds will strengthen our organization and ensure that we execute our mission with vision and passion,” said Tara Potter, Trust Board Chair.  “We are pleased to welcome them to the Trust board and we look forward to working with them as we expand our efforts to improve the health of the Chesapeake Bay.”

The individuals will join the Trust’s current list of board members which includes: Honorable John Astle, Maryland State Senate; Dr. Torrey Brown, Intralytix, Inc.;  Stuart Clarke, Town Creek Foundation; Honorable Valerie Ervin, Montgomery County Council; Matthew Gambrill, Calvert Marina; Joseph Gill, Maryland Dept. of Natural Resources; Warren Hamel, Venable, LLP; Virginia Kearney, Maryland Department of the Environment; Louise Lawrence, Maryland Department of Agriculture; Steve Linhard, St. Mary’s Schools and Parish; Dr. Margaret Palmer, University of Maryland; Tara Potter, Verizon; Terence Smith; Scot T. Spencer, The Annie E. Casey Foundation; and Dr. Lise Van Susteren.  Currently, two board seats remain vacant and will be filled in the coming months.
Biographical information on the Trust’s 2011 board of trustee appointments:

Carter Heim – Mr. Heim is President of HeimLantz, P.C., a regional business accounting and consulting firm.  He has served as chair of the Maryland Association of CPAs, the Anne Arundel Community College Board of Directors, and St. Mary’s School Board of Trustees.  He currently serves as treasurer of the Annapolis and Anne Arundel County Chamber of Commerce.  A native of Baltimore, Mr. Heim graduated from the University of Maryland at College Park with a Bachelor degree in Accounting and earned a Master of Science in Taxation degree from the University of Baltimore.  

Adam Ortiz – Adam Ortiz currently works in the Office of the Prince George’s County Executive and served for six years as the mayor of the town of Edmonston, MD.  Until recently, Mr. Ortiz served as deputy chief of staff for Maryland Lieutenant Governor Anthony Brown, overseeing communications and policy.  Previously, he served as Special Assistant to the Secretary, Maryland Department of Labor, Licensing, and Regulation and Deputy Director at the Rawlings Center for Public Leadership, University of Maryland.  He is the past president of the Maryland Mayor's Association, president of the Port Towns Community Development Corporation, and is a board member of the Anacostia Watershed Society. 

[image: image1.png]


About the Chesapeake Bay Trust:  

The Chesapeake Bay Trust (www.cbtrust.org) is a state-chartered, nonprofit grant-making organization, sparking on-the-ground change in communities throughout Maryland and the broader Bay watershed.  Since its inception in 1985, the Trust has awarded $40 million in grants and engaged hundreds of thousands of citizen stewards in projects that have a measurable impact on the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries. The Trust is supported by the sale of the Maryland Treasure the Chesapeake license plate, donations to the Chesapeake Bay and Endangered Species Fund on the Maryland State income tax form, donations from individuals and corporations, and partnerships with private foundations and federal and state agencies.  Fully 90 percent of the Trust’s expenditures are directed to its Chesapeake Bay restoration and education programs.
