Marylanders Show their Support for the Chesapeake Bay this Summer Driving Season
One out of ten Marylanders have purchased a Treasure the Chesapeake license plate
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Annapolis, MD (June 12, 2006) – The Chesapeake Bay Trust and the Maryland Motor Vehicle Administration recently announced that more than 81,000 commemorative Treasure the Chesapeake license plates were purchased in 2005, raising more than $819,000 for Chesapeake Bay restoration projects.  With these additional purchases, the total number of Bay plates now exceeds 350,000, with one in every 10 cars on Maryland roads carrying a Chesapeake Bay license plate this summer driving season.  The Chesapeake Bay license plate program, which launched in 1991, was created to give Marylanders an opportunity to show their passion for the Bay and contribute voluntarily to projects that benefit its restoration and protection. Since its inception, almost $13 million has been collected from the sale of the plate for Bay restoration projects and activities.  

“We are extremely pleased with the success of the Chesapeake Bay license plate program, and with the efforts of the Chesapeake Bay Trust to restore our great Chesapeake,” said Administrator John T. Kuo, of the Motor Vehicle Administration.  “This program has set the bar for excellence and serves as a model for other states to follow.”


The Chesapeake Bay Trust, a non-profit, grant-making organization, awards financial grants to thousands of Maryland organizations, schools and communities for their efforts on behalf of the Chesapeake Bay.  In 2005, the Trust awarded more than $2.1 million in grants for Bay projects, the largest amount in the organization’s 20 year history.  Much of the funding comes from the sale of the Bay license plate, and a voluntary plate renewal fee which was established in 2004.  The bi-annual fee is $10, and has generated almost $2.6 million in additional monies for the funding of Bay restoration efforts.

“The Chesapeake Bay needs the support of each and every Marylander in order to restore it back to its original health,” said Maryland Delegate Maggie McIntosh, chair of the Environmental Matters Committee and long-time license plate supporter.  “Whether you decided to buy a plate or volunteer for a project, each of us needs to do our part to protect Maryland’s most vital economic and natural resource – the Chesapeake Bay.”

Each license plate costs $20, with half of the fee covering the plate’s administration costs, and $10 going into the community through Bay projects.  The Chesapeake Bay Trust is an efficient steward of financial contributions, as it has been named a four-star charitable organization by Charity Navigator for the past four years.  Additionally, the Chesapeake Bay license plate program is one of the most inexpensive plate programs in the country.

“At the Trust, we want to fund as many projects as possible that get the public involved in making a difference for the Bay and its rivers,” said David O’Neill, executive director of the Chesapeake Bay Trust.  “However, we cannot meet the increasing demand for funds that support great projects without an increased support for the very important license plate program. We need each citizen to take action and buy a plate to support the Bay.”

Any Marylander with a registered motor vehicle can purchase a Treasure the Chesapeake license plate conveniently online, as well as at any MVA branch location.  For more information, visit www.bayplate.org.

