Marylanders Contribute $1.2 Million to Help the Chesapeake Bay and its Wildlife through their 2005 Tax Returns

Figures from the 2005 tax season indicate that over 46,000 state income forms were returned with donations earmarked for the Chesapeake Bay and Endangered Species Fund
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Annapolis, MD (August 15, 2006) The Chesapeake Bay Trust today released figures obtained from the Comptroller’s Office of Maryland on the 2005 tax season’s Chesapeake Bay and Endangered Species Fund, a voluntary mechanism created to help Marylanders show their support for the Chesapeake Bay and the state’s endangered species.  For last year’s tax returns filed in 2006, more than $1.2 million was donated to the fund, which is split evenly between the Chesapeake Bay Trust, a non-profit grant making organization that fund projects to restore and protect the Chesapeake Bay, and the Wildlife and Heritage Division of the Maryland Department of Natural Resources (DNR), which seeks to conserve Maryland’s native wildlife and natural environment.
Launched in 1990, the Chesapeake Bay and Endangered Species Fund is one of the most successful tax check-off programs of its kind in the nation.  These monies have funded thousands of projects that have restored countless acres of wetlands, planted thousands of trees, and protected numerous species of threatened plants and animals.  In total, more than 46,000 Maryland state income tax statements were returned with contributions to the fund for the 2005 tax season.  The average contribution per return was $26, which exceeds last year’s contribution of $23 per return.  While the number of Marylanders who have contributed to the fund has declined over the past two years, this year’s increase in the average donation has more than made up for the loss in the number of contributions. In fact, funds received from the 2005 tax season exceeded the prior year by more than $80,000. 

“We are thrilled with the continued commitment that Marylanders show for the Bay and its wildlife through the Chesapeake Bay and Endangered Species Fund,” said Maryland Comptroller William Donald Schaefer.  “Since this voluntary program was started, it has raised more than $8.5 million for the Bay and endangered species. The program continues to be a success and we encourage even more Marylanders to participate next tax season to show their support.”

Last year, the Chesapeake Bay Trust awarded more than $2.7 million to fund Bay education and restoration projects throughout Maryland.  For this upcoming year, the Trust expects to award more than $3 million in grants, an increase of more than 90 percent since 2003.  Trust contributions are used wisely, as 90 cents of every dollar spent supports programs that benefit the Bay and its rivers. In addition to the tax check-off, the Trust also receives funding from the voluntary sale of the Treasure the Chesapeake license plates, as well as from private and corporate donations.

“We are very pleased and grateful to see so many Marylanders supporting this fund and contributing to the fight to help restore and protect the Chesapeake Bay,” said David O’Neill, executive director of the Chesapeake Bay Trust.  “There is so much work to be done this and every year, and without the support the Trust receives from the tax check-off, the level of funding we provide for Bay projects would not be possible.”

Donations of any dollar amount can be made to the fund, regardless of whether you file your own taxes or use a preparer, and all are tax deductible.  For more information on the Chesapeake Bay Trust, visit www.cbtrust.org, or for details on DNR’s Wildlife and Heritage Division, visit www.dnr.state.md.us/wildlife.

