M&T Bank Donates $10,000 to Help Maryland Students Restore the Chesapeake Bay

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Molly Alton Mullins   410.974.2941, Ext. 107

Annapolis, MD (May 22, 2006) - M&T Bank announced today a $10,000 donation to the Chesapeake Bay Trust to fund Chesapeake Bay restoration projects in Maryland.  The Chesapeake Bay Trust is a non-profit, grant-making organization that has awarded more than $18 million in grants for Bay projects since its inception in 1985.  Today, M&T awarded this check to the Trust during an on-the-ground rain garden planting project involving fifth grade students at Arnold Elementary School in Arnold, MD.

“We believe that each of you, each and every student out here planting today, is making a positive impact in bringing back the Chesapeake Bay and its rivers,” said David O’Neill, executive director of the Chesapeake Bay Trust.  “It is because of donations such as M&T Bank’s that we are able to fund Bay education projects like this and we want to thank them so much for their support.  I also want to thank you, Arnold Elementary, for getting your hands dirty today to help save the Bay.”

On Arnold Elementary’s school property, almost 100 fifth graders took part in a rain garden planting designed to restore native vegetation while also reducing run-off into the Magothy River.  Eight fifth graders drafted the grant request themselves, asking the Trust for $900 in funding for this project.  Working with Arlington Echo, and outdoor education facility for Anne Arundel County public schools, these students were able to create a project that will significantly improve run-off and erosion while ensuring that the entire class takes part in the creative learning experience.
"At M&T Bank, we strongly believe in education and supporting our community through grassroots, hands-on projects that make Maryland a better place," said Nicholas Lambrow, president of the Chesapeake Region for M&T Bank.  "We are pleased to partner with the Chesapeake Bay Trust and contribute $10,000 to support projects that preserve the Bay, our most vital natural resource." 

In addition to O’Neill and Lambrow, Mary Frances Isakov, vice president of M&T Bank and Maryland State Senator John Astle were also on hand for this rain garden planting project and presentation.  In addition to private and corporate donations, Marylanders also have the opportunity to support the Trust directly by purchasing a Treasure the Chesapeake license plate and by donating via line 37 on the Maryland state income tax form.  For every dollar raised, 90 cents goes directly to programs that restore and protect the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries.  For more information, visit www.cbtrust.org or www.bayplate.org.

