Public-Private Partnership Funds “Living Shoreline” Projects to Benefit the Chesapeake Bay 

Chesapeake Bay Trust, NOAA Restoration Center, the Keith Campbell Foundation and the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation award $393,000 in grants to fund projects that restore critical shoreline habitat along the Chesapeake Bay and its rivers
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Annapolis, MD (September 6, 2006) Today the Chesapeake Bay Trust and its funding partners announced that almost $400,000 in grants has been awarded through its Living Shorelines initiative. This grant program seeks to promote an innovative natural shoreline restoration approach, commonly known as living shorelines, throughout the Chesapeake Bay watershed.  Since the grant program’s inception in 2004, more than $700,000 has been dedicated to a range of shoreline restoration projects that limit erosion, create critical habitat for fish, blue crabs, terrapins and other Bay wildlife, and serve as important models for others to replicate.  This year, nine innovative projects in Maryland and Virginia have received grants which will create 4,900 feet of restored shoreline and re-establish valuable marsh habitat for the Chesapeake.

“The Living Shorelines initiative greatly aids our communities in preserving the shoreline of Maryland’s greatest natural resource, the Chesapeake Bay, for future generations of Marylanders.  The Chesapeake Bay is part of who we are as Marylanders.  It’s part of our heritage and it’s part of our culture.  I will continue to fight to protect this national treasure,” said Senator Barbara A. Mikulski, a long time Chesapeake Bay supporter.

This partnership, which consists of the Chesapeake Bay Trust, the National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration Restoration Center, the Keith Campbell Foundation and the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, seeks to fund projects that have a measurable impact on improving the Chesapeake through the establishment of “living shorelines.”  Living shoreline creation is a relatively new technique that restores and protects shorelines by creating marshes, incorporating stone and sand, planting bay grasses, and adding other “living” elements that protect the shoreline from erosion.  In addition, living shorelines improve water quality, provide important habitat for fish and other Bay creatures, and establish access to shorelines for nesting birds and terrapins.  

“The health of the bay is intricately linked to the health and productivity of its shoreline,” said retired Navy Vice Admiral Conrad C. Lautenbacher, Ph.D., under secretary of commerce for oceans and atmosphere and NOAA administrator.  “Living shorelines reconnect land and water, and as a result, create vital habitat, particularly for a variety of fish species and crabs in their critical early life stages. This is an example of how cooperative conservation brings groups together to accomplish significant projects to protect and improve the environment.”   

“The Campbell Foundation is proud to be part of this progressive funding partnership that seeks to make living shorelines the conventional option for shoreline restoration,” said Keith Campbell, president, Keith Campbell Foundation for the Environment.  “Living shorelines provide erosion protection benefits and essential habitat for living resources of the Chesapeake Bay and our local waterways.” 

“Living shorelines are crucial to habitat development and to the conservation of fish, birds and other wildlife,” said Tom Kelsch, director of conservation programs for the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation.  “We must continue to promote these kinds of restoration activities as they are vital to sustaining the Bay’s delicate ecological system.”
Since the Trust developed its living shorelines grant program, interest in the program has grown substantially, with almost $100,000 more in funding being granted this year.  In addition to the environmental benefits that living shorelines provide, they also are cost effective for homeowners and communities alike, as the average cost of construction is one-third that of bulkhead shoreline protection.  The Chesapeake Bay Trust’s 2006 living shoreline projects vary by location throughout the state, ranging from the West River Center to the City of Salisbury to St. John’s College in Annapolis, MD.

“St. John’s College’s living shoreline project is a prime, visual example for landowners and the general public to see how easy and beneficial livings shorelines can be,” said David O’Neill, executive director of the Chesapeake Bay Trust.  “This project is a perfect reflection of the benefits that are derived from living shorelines.  It was completed through a special partnership among many groups including the funders, the college, the Chesapeake Bay Foundation, and others who have been instrumental in making it happen.”

On behalf of the funding partnership, the Trust is now accepting living shoreline applications through Friday, September 22 for funding for the next fiscal cycle in 2007.  For more information on the Chesapeake Bay Trust’s living shoreline program, please visit www.cbtrust.org.
