Maryland Bay Plate is Here to Stay

Legislature Votes to Extend Sunset Provision on Maryland’s Specialty License Plates
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Annapolis, MD (April 18, 2007) With unanimous support from both the Maryland Senate and the House of Delegates, legislation extending Maryland’s popular Treasure the Chesapeake and Our Farms, Our Future specialty license plates was adopted by the state legislature.  During this year’s General Assembly session, Senator John Astle (D-District 30) and Delegate Pamela Beidle (D-District 32) introduced legislation to extend the “expiration date” for Maryland’s specialty license plates.  The Treasure the Chesapeake Bay plate and the Our Farms, Our Future Agriculture plate, collect voluntary contributions to improve the Chesapeake Bay and to educate the public about the importance of Maryland’s agriculture.  According to the previous law, both plates were to expire in 2008, and this new legislation extends the sunset provision for another five years through 2013.
“Protecting the Chesapeake Bay and preserving Maryland’s agricultural community is crucial to this state’s economic and environmental future,” said Senator Astle.  “These plate programs provide a unique opportunity for Marylanders to voluntarily support the Bay and agriculture, while proudly displaying their pride for these important resources directly on their vehicles.”

Considered a national model, the Treasure the Chesapeake license plate program was launched in 1991 and has raised more than $16 million for thousands of Bay restoration and education projects throughout Maryland.  The Our Farms, Our Future Agriculture tag was introduced in 2001 and has already collected more than $2.5 million to support the Maryland Agricultural Education Foundation’s programs that promote soil and water conservation, nutrition, renewable energy, natural resources, economics and consumer issues.  

“I believe it is the personal responsibility of each and every Marylander to contribute to the health of our environment and our natural resources,” said Delegate Beidle.  “That is why legislation to support these types of voluntary initiatives is so important to our great state and to my constituents.”

Both the Senate bill, SB 217, and the House version, HB 220, extend the sunset provision for the Chesapeake Bay and the agricultural license plate program for an additional five years. The sunset was expected to expire in 2008 and this new legislation extends that provision until 2013.  The bill also eliminates the sunset for the Chesapeake Bay license plate’s renewal fee, allowing the Trust to plan for larger scale projects and programs that can best help the Chesapeake in the future.

“More than 200,000 Marylanders donate through the Bay license plate program each year, making it the most successful of its kind per capita in the nation,” explains David O’Neill, executive director of the Chesapeake Bay Trust. “With their contributions and the legislature’s support, the Trust will award more than $4 million in grants next year for on-the-ground projects and education programs that serve as a catalyst for the Bay’s recovery.”  

This year, the Trust will award more than $3.5 million in grants, of which the majority originated from the Bay license plate program.  These funds will leverage an additional $5 million in public, private foundation and corporate funding and will engage more than 60,000 volunteers in restoration and education programs.  Both the Bay and Agricultural plates cost only $20 to purchase, with an additional annual renewal fee.  For more information on the Bay plate and the Trust’s activities, visit www.cbtrust.org.  Details on the Maryland Agricultural Education Foundation and its tag can be found at www.maefonline.com. 
