Unveiling of New Funding Program Attracts More Than 100 Representatives from Local Watershed Organizations 
Representatives from Maryland, Virginia and the District of Columbia gathered to learn about the Chesapeake Bay Funders Network’s new Capacity Building Initiative
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Annapolis, MD (January 30, 2007) On Friday, more than 125 representatives from local watershed organizations throughout Maryland, Virginia and the District of Columbia, traveled to the Patuxent Research Refuge in Laurel, MD for the unveiling of the Chesapeake Bay Funders Network’s new Capacity Building Initiative.  This program, which is the collaborative effort of five major Bay funding organizations, provides grants and targeted technical assistance for three years to selected watershed organizations and Riverkeepers to help these groups increase their effectiveness.  Ultimately, the program seeks to establish a network of sustainable watershed organizations across the Bay region that work with public and private partners to make a measurable improvement in the Chesapeake Bay and its rivers.

“In order to restore the Chesapeake, we know we must move more aggressively up into the streams and rivers that feed it,” explains David O’Neill, executive director of the Chesapeake Bay Trust.  “Knowing this, we created a program to provide watershed organizations that work at this scale with funding and technical assistance that will empower these groups to do even more to improve water quality of their local streams and rivers, and ultimately, the Chesapeake Bay.”

In total, more than $650,000 will be available this year to assist organizations with leadership training, program evaluation, targeted operational grants, financial management, strategic planning, and technology development.  Funding partners include the Chesapeake Bay Trust, which will administer the program, the Keith Campbell Foundation for the Environment, the Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation, the Rauch Foundation, and the Town Creek Foundation.  During the event, experts from the TCC Group, the South River Federation, Potomac Conservancy, James River Association, River Network, Institute for Conservation Leadership and others delivered technical presentations on the importance of capacity building and river restoration to a packed house of more than 125 watershed representatives.

“There is so much work to be done to help the Bay and so little funding out there for organizations like mine to do it,” said Gloria H. Heisserman, executive director of the Port Tobacco River Conservancy.  “This Capacity Building initiative truly fills a crippling gap and helps groups like mine really concentrate on the building blocks that will help us better achieve our mission—restoring the Port Tobacco River.”

Funding is available for organizations in Maryland, Virginia and Washington, D.C. and is divided up using a three-tiered system in order to categorize watershed organizations by size, programmatic complexity, and commitment to capacity building.  For more established, “Tier One” watershed organizations, funding up to $100,000 is available to promote public awareness, advance sound policies, and implement restoration and protection programs.  “Tier Two” organizations are smaller groups and can receive funding up to $15,000 to increase organizational effectiveness.  While they do not receive funding, “Tier Three groups” are predominately newly-launched, volunteer organizations that are eligible to participate in the network and receive technical assistance and training.  All three tiers will receive technical assistance training, and networking opportunities.

The Trust is accepting proposals for the Capacity Building initiative through Friday, February 16, with grant decisions being announced in March.  For more information, visit www.cbtrust.org.
###

About the Chesapeake Bay Trust
The Chesapeake Bay Trust is a nonprofit, grant making organization that provides funding for on-the-ground Chesapeake Bay restoration projects and education programs.  Since its inception by the Maryland General Assembly in 1985, the Trust has awarded more than $20 million in grants.  In addition to private and corporate donations, the Trust is also supported by sales of the voluntary Treasure the Chesapeake license plate and by donations made through line 37 on the Maryland state income tax form.  For every dollar raised, 90 cents goes directly to fund programs that benefit the Chesapeake Bay and its rivers.
