[image: image1.png]s
P HUREAY




[image: image2.jpg]


                                                                                                                                                                                

Chesapeake Bay Trust Partners with Potomac Conservancy to Advance Frederick County Public Schools Greening Initiative 
Collaborative project will help Frederick County schools meet the first-ever tree canopy goal for a public school district in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed 

 

                                                                                    

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                       Contact: Molly Alton Mullins
410.974.2941, Ext. 107

(Annapolis, MD) October 12, 2010 – The Chesapeake Bay Trust recently awarded the Potomac Conservancy an Urban Greening program grant to assist the Frederick County Public School System (FCPS) achieve its innovative goal of increasing tree canopy coverage.  This initiative, the first of-its-kind launched by a school district in the Chesapeake region, seeks to increase tree canopy to 20 percent by 2038 in order to amplify environmental benefits, reduce school maintenance costs and engage thousands of students in schoolyard habitat projects through on-the-ground plantings.  In total, the Potomac Conservancy has received $34,400 from the Trust to implement this program during the past year and a half.

“The Chesapeake Bay Trust is pleased to fund this project, which we hope will serve as a model for other school districts, both locally and nationally, as they seek to engage students in high quality environmental education programs and reduce energy needs and maintenance costs,” said Allen Hance, Executive Director of the Chesapeake Bay Trust.  “The broader community will benefit from this project too: increasing tree canopy coverage reduces stormwater runoff, improves air quality, and enhances the quality of life in urban areas.”

The Potomac Conservancy, now in the second phase of project implementation, has helped FCPS expand the local tree canopy by more than 15 acres through a series of more than 30 tree plantings throughout the county.  The next planting is scheduled at New Market Middle School for October 14 and will engage multiple classrooms through hands-on learning projects designed to educate students about the significant environmental benefits that tree canopies provide.

“The Potomac Conservancy is committed to improving the health of our watershed and engaging citizens and students through meaningful educational experiences,” noted Aimee Weldon, Senior Director of Restoration and Lands for the Potomac Conservancy.  “This program allows us the opportunity to collaborate with our local school system to create a legacy for our land, our waters and for the future stewards of the Potomac River watershed.”

In 2006, the Chesapeake Bay Trust launched its Urban Greening grant initiative designed to help communities throughout Maryland implement “greening” plans that increase forest canopy.  Since that time, more than $1.2 million has been awarded to organizations and local governments to engage approximately 12,000 volunteers in various tree plantings and other urban greening projects.
“The tree plantings with Potomac Conservancy have been an important component of Frederick County Public Schools’ School Yard Habitat Program. Most schools include tree plantings as part of their comprehensive plans to transform their campuses into outdoor learning environments which also function to improve water quality in the Chesapeake Bay watershed and restore native habitats,” said April Wells, School Yard Habitat Coordinator for FCPS. 

To find out more on the Chesapeake Bay Trust and its Urban Greening initiative, please visit www.cbtrust.org.  To learn more about the work of the Potomac Conservancy, www.potomac.org. 

About the Chesapeake Bay Trust:  

The Chesapeake Bay Trust is a state-chartered, nonprofit grant-making organization, sparking on-the-ground change in communities throughout Maryland and the broader Bay watershed.  Since its inception in 1985, the Trust has awarded more than $30 million in grants and engaged hundreds of thousands of citizen stewards in projects that have a measurable impact on the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries. The Trust is supported by the sale of the Maryland Treasure the Chesapeake license plate, donations to the Chesapeake Bay and Endangered Species Fund on the Maryland State income tax form, donations from individuals and corporations, and partnerships with private foundations and federal and state agencies.  Fully 90 percent of the Trust’s expenditures are directed to its Chesapeake Bay restoration and education programs.
About the Potomac Conservancy:  

Potomac Conservancy protects the health, beauty, and enjoyment of the Potomac River and its tributaries. The Conservancy's primary focus is protection of water quality through land protection and sound land use practices. Because clean water alone is not enough, the Conservancy also works to preserve and restore the Potomac's scenic landscapes, and to enhance river-based recreational opportunities.
�Actually, the grant is nearly over. Could say the past year and a half?





