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$200,000 Awarded in Grants to Increase Urban Tree Canopies and Promote Community Greening

The Chesapeake Bay Trust Awards the Cities of Baltimore, Annapolis, Hyattsville and Cumberland Grants to Create Urban Tree Canopies and Reduce Pollution

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: Molly Alton Mullins
410.974.2941, Ext. 107

Annapolis, MD (September 27, 2006) – Today, the Chesapeake Bay Trust announced almost $200,000 in funding to cities throughout Maryland to enhance urban trees canopies and reduce pollution from entering the Chesapeake Bay.  At a presentation near the Maryland State House, the cities of Baltimore, Annapolis, Hyattsville, and Cumberland, as well as the Herring Run Watershed Association, were awarded grants ranging from $8,000 to $50,000 through the Trust’s new Community Greening grant program.  This new initiative seeks to aid communities in implementing “greening” plans that increase tree canopy, reduce storm water runoff, and improve air quality in urban areas. Furthermore, the grants are designed to directly advance urban greening objectives outlined in the Chesapeake 2000 Agreement, the policy guiding the restoration and protection of the Chesapeake Bay and its rivers.

“Trees are absolutely fundamental to improving the Chesapeake Bay,” said Maryland Speaker of the House of Delegates Michael E. Busch.  “The Chesapeake Bay Trust’s Community Greening grant initiative is an excellent opportunity for communities throughout the state to get involved and do their part, and I am proud to support this incredibly important program.”

In total, four cities and one watershed association in Baltimore received grants through this year’s inaugural program.  Overall, six cities in the state of Maryland have agreed to participate in the urban tree canopy program, which is supported by the Maryland Department of Natural Resources and the U.S. Forest Service Chesapeake Bay Program Office, making it the first state in the Bay watershed to achieve its urban greening objectives. 

“More funding and technical assistance are keys to helping Maryland and the surrounding states achieve Bay restoration and protection goals,” explains Ron Guns, deputy secretary of the Maryland Department of Natural Resources. “We’re pleased to team up with the Trust to couple our technical expertise with the Trust’s grants to advance urban greening goals in Maryland communities.” 

These monies will fund everything from the transporting and planting of large trees to the assessment of urban tree canopies and tree management plans in particular cities.  In the last 30 years, urban tree cover throughout the country has declined as much as 25 percent, according to a study by American Forests.  In addition to reducing storm water runoff that carries pollutants into the Chesapeake Bay, urban tree canopies also result in reduced energy costs, and can save homeowners as much as 30 percent on their air conditioning bills.

“The city of Annapolis has set a goal to increase its urban tree canopy to 50 percent by 2036,” said Annapolis City Council Alderman Josh Cohen.  “This grant will go a long way in helping us achieve this objective.  We are grateful to the Chesapeake Bay Trust, the Maryland Department of Natural Resources, and the other partners in this program for creating such a worthwhile initiative.”

During the event, the Chesapeake Bay Trust also recognized all its grant recipients from Anne Arundel County and the city of Annapolis who have received funding for numerous projects that help to protect and restore the Chesapeake Bay.  In total, the Trust has awarded more than 60 grants for a total $250,000 to Anne Arundel County residents since January of this year.  These grants have involved over 11,000 volunteers who have restored 150,000 square feet of forest buffers and planted over 5,000 trees.  The Trust also announced its goal to award $3.4 million in grants by June of 2007, which is the largest amount of funding in the organization’s 21-year history.

“We are committed to involving as many Marylanders as possible in the Chesapeake Bay restoration effort,” said Chesapeake Bay Trust Executive Director David O’Neill.  “Whether it is a city-wide program like our Community Greening initiative or a smaller project on school grounds, the Trust believes strongly in giving the public hands-on experiences that create a lifelong dedication to helping the Chesapeake.”

For more information on the Chesapeake Bay Trust and its Community Greening grant program, visit www.cbtrust.org.

