Chesapeake Bay Trust Exceeds $20 Million in Grant Giving to Help the Chesapeake Bay 

Bay funding organization expected to award another $3.5 million this year in grants—the largest in its history
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Annapolis, MD (November 28, 2006) Today the Chesapeake Bay Trust announced that it has surpassed the $20 million dollar mark in grant giving, making 2006 a milestone year for the organization.  Since its inception in 1985, the Trust, a private, non-profit organization, has awarded more than 7,000 grants that have focused on funding on-the-ground restoration and hands-on education programs that help raise awareness and restore and protect the Chesapeake Bay and its rivers.  Supported in large part by the popular Treasure the Chesapeake license plate program, Trust grants have helped engage more than 350,000 Maryland students, community activists and other volunteers in projects that contribute to the restoration of the Bay. In 2006 alone, the Trust involved more than 40,000 students and 10,000 adult volunteers in grant funded projects. 

“I have been involved with the Chesapeake Bay Trust since the very beginning and I cannot begin to express how proud I am of this organization’s growth and its reach into the community.  The extent of the involvement of grassroots organizations across the state demonstrates the commitment of our citizens to the protection and restoration of the Bay,” said former Maryland Governor and Chesapeake Bay Trust Founder Harry Hughes.  “The Trust was founded to raise public awareness and involve as many Marylanders as possible in the Bay restoration effort and I believe it has accomplished this and so much more.”
In the past few years, the Trust has expanded its grant programs, in order to focus on delivering larger grant amounts to maximize improvements for water quality and Bay habitat.  While smaller “mini grants” ($5,000 and below) remain critically important to the organization and its grantees, the Trust has created six new programs that award grants in varied amounts, ranging from $25,000 to $200,000.  The goal is to improve the reach and effectiveness of each individual grant, as well as engage as many members of the public as possible.

“I don’t believe the South River Federation would be able to accomplish as much as we do if it wasn’t for the Chesapeake Bay Trust,” said Kincey Potter, president of the South River Federation.  “With funds from the Trust, volunteers have restored over a mile of shoreline to prevent wave erosion and to provide habitat for terrapins, crabs and other wildlife.  Because of the resources the Trust provides to us, we are able to make a measurable difference to help the South River and the small creeks and streams that feed it.  The Trust has evolved into an absolutely vital partner in the long term Chesapeake Bay restoration effort.”

“While the Trust’s direct grant making abilities are essential, what also makes this organization unique is our ability to leverage additional funding to expand important programs and services,” said Midgett Parker, chairman of the Chesapeake Bay Trust’s board of trustees.  “In addition to the more than $7 million we’ve awarded in grants over the past five years, the Trust was also able to leverage an additional $12 million in private, and state and federal funding that has helped elevate community-based efforts to the next level.”

In recent years, the Chesapeake Bay Trust has been recognized as a national model that has been replicated by other states throughout the country, due to its unique organizational structure and ability to leverage partnerships.  The Trust is also committed to fiscal accountability, with 90 cents of every dollar going directly toward Bay restoration programs.  And for four years running, the Trust has received a 4-Star rating from Charity Navigator—the highest rating offered for charities.

“I have been a Baltimore city school teacher for 40 years and a Chesapeake Bay Trust grant recipient for two decades,” said Joan Johnson, a twelfth grade teacher at W.E.B. DuBois Senior High School.  “When people ask me what groups have been most helpful to me and my students, the Chesapeake Bay Trust is at the top of my list.”

For more information on the Trust and its grant programs, visit www.cbtrust.org.

