Chesapeake Bay Trust Exceeds $4 Million in Grant Giving to Help the Chesapeake Bay 

Bay funding organization awards 50% more in grants than previous year 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Alicia Levi
410.974.2941, Ext. 107

Annapolis, MD (September 13, 2007) Today the Chesapeake Bay Trust announced that it has surpassed the $4 million dollar mark in single-year grant giving, making 2007 a milestone for the organization.  Since its inception in 1985, the Trust, a private, non-profit organization, has awarded more than $24 million dollars to approximately 7,200 grantees across the state.  These grants fund on-the-ground restoration and hands-on education programs that help raise awareness and restore and protect the Chesapeake Bay and its rivers.  Supported in large part by the purchase of the popular Treasure the Chesapeake license plate (www.bayplate.org), Trust grants have helped engage more than 450,000 Maryland students, community activists, and other volunteers in projects that contribute to the restoration of the Bay. 

“I have been involved with the Chesapeake Bay Trust since the very beginning and I cannot begin to express how proud I am of this organization’s growth and its reach into the community.  The extent of the involvement of grassroots organizations across the state demonstrates the commitment of our citizens to the protection and restoration of the Bay,” said former Maryland Governor and Chesapeake Bay Trust Founder Harry Hughes.  “The Trust was founded to raise public awareness and involve as many Marylanders as possible in the Bay restoration effort and I believe it has accomplished this and so much more.”

In the past few years, the Trust has expanded its grant programs to focus on maximizing long term improvements for water quality and Bay habitat.  Grants fund a broad spectrum of projects from field trips that educate students about one of the world’s most productive estuaries to critical Chesapeake Bay restoration initiatives including shoreline and wetland restoration projects.  With a wide range of grants available to Marylanders, the goal is to improve the reach and effectiveness of each individual grant, as well as engage as many members of the public as possible.  

In recent years, the Chesapeake Bay Trust has been recognized as a national model that has been replicated by other states throughout the country due to its unique organizational structure and ability to leverage partnerships.  The Trust is also committed to fiscal accountability, with 90 cents of every dollar going directly toward Bay restoration and education programs.  And for five years running, the Trust has received a 4-Star rating from Charity Navigator—the highest rating offered for charities.
Regional Summary of Chesapeake Bay Trust grants in FY 2007 and a sample of the types of grants awarded.
	Capital Region Total Grant Awards $410,082

	Grant Type
	Grantee
	Award

	Small Education Grant
	Herbert Hoover Middle School
	$455 

	Mid-Sized Restoration Project
	Alice Ferguson Foundation
	$25,000 

	Large Innovative/Pioneer
	Anacostia Watershed Society
	$35,000 

	 
	 
	 

	Eastern Shore Total Grant Awards $874,756

	Grant Type
	Grantee
	Award

	Small Education Grant
	Boy Scout Troop 283
	$2,461 

	Mid-Sized Restoration Project
	Environmental Concern, Inc.
	$24,870 

	Large Innovative/Pioneer
	Town of Denton
	$150,000 

	 
	 
	 

	Southern Maryland Total Grant Awards $233,433

	Small Education Grant
	Beach Elementary School
	$859 

	Mid-Sized Restoration Project
	St. Mary's College of Maryland
	$17,191 

	Large Innovative/Pioneer
	Port Tobacco River Conservancy
	$111,538 

	 
	 
	 

	Western Maryland Total Grant Awards $557,540

	Small Education Grant
	Walkersville Elementary and High Schools
	$1,617 

	Mid-Sized Restoration Project
	Chesapeake Wildlife Heritage
	$27,159 

	Large Innovative/Pioneer
	City of Cumberland
	$50,000 

	 
	 
	 

	Central Maryland Total Grant Awards $1,563,635

	Small Education Grant
	Norwood Elementary School
	$181 

	Mid-Sized Restoration Project
	Chesapeake Bay Foundation
	$19,975 

	Large Innovative/Pioneer
	National Aquarium in Baltimore
	$487,327 

	 
	 
	 

	Statewide Total Grant Awards $326,860

	Small Education Grant
	LEAD Maryland
	$5,000 

	Mid-Sized Restoration Project
	Trust for Public Land
	$20,000 

	Large Innovative/Pioneer
	Maryland-Delaware Forage Council
	$75,000 

	 
	 
	 

	Watershed (PA, VA) Total Grant Awards $329,924

	Large Innovative/Pioneer
	Elizabeth River Project
	$50,000 


About the Chesapeake Bay Trust:  

The Chesapeake Bay Trust is a nonprofit, grant-making organization. Funding provided through Chesapeake Bay Trust is sparking on-the-ground change in communities throughout Maryland and developing Bay stewards in classrooms throughout the state. Considered a national model, the Trust has awarded more than $24 million and engaged thousands of students and volunteers in the Bay restoration effort. The Trust is supported by purchases of the Maryland Treasure the Chesapeake license plates, the Chesapeake Bay and Endangered Species Fund tax check-off option on the Maryland State income tax form, and donations from individuals and corporations.
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