** Please note that additional information and photographs are available for all winners and finalists. **

Chesapeake Bay Trust Announces its 2007 Award Winners during Reception with Maryland General Assembly Members and Bay Activists

John Griffin also Presented as New Maryland Department of Natural Resources Secretary

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: Molly Alton Mullins
410.974.2941, Ext. 107

Annapolis, MD (January 17, 2006) Yesterday, the Chesapeake Bay Trust announced the winners of its 2007 Awards Program, which honored four outstanding individuals who have made exceptional contributions to improve the Chesapeake Bay and its rivers.  During the Trust’s annual Legislative Reception and Awards Program, Delegate Maggie McIntosh, Dr. Torrey Brown and David O’Neill, the Trust’s executive director, announced the winners of the Ellen Fraites Wagner Award, the Honorable Arthur Dorman scholarship and the Teachers of the Year awards to more than 150 legislators, Chesapeake Bay experts and community leaders.  

“The four individuals honored here tonight epitomize the best of the best, those who are out there everyday working to help save the Chesapeake,” said Delegate Maggie McIntosh, chair of the Environmental Matters Committee.  “Without their incredible dedication and determined commitment, much of the restoration and education work that the Trust funds would not be possible.  They are to be commended, emulated and congratulated.”

Dr. Torrey Brown, a Trust board member and former legislator and secretary at the Department of Natural Resources, and Dr. Donald Boesch, president at the University of Maryland Center for Environmental Science, also announced Governor Martin O’Malley’s most recent appointment of John Griffin as the new secretary of the Department of Natural Resources.  Griffin, a former DNR secretary under the Glendening Administration, took to the podium for brief remarks to thank Brown, Boesch, the awardees and the Trust for their unwavering commitment to the restoration of the Chesapeake Bay and its rivers.

“Engaging citizens in the restoration and protection of the Chesapeake Bay and its rivers has been the central objective of the Chesapeake Bay Trust since its inception,” said Brown before awarding the evening’s Ellen Fraites Wagner Award.  “I am so proud of each award recipient here tonight because they are doing what each and every Marylander needs to do to help save our great Chesapeake Bay.”

Each year the Trust recognizes one volunteer, two educators and one student who have dedicated extraordinary amounts of time and energy to protecting and preserving the Chesapeake Bay.  Since its inception in 1985, the Trust, a private, non-profit organization, has awarded more than 7,000 grants for a total of $20 million that have focused on funding on-the-ground restoration and hands-on education programs that help raise awareness to restore and protect the Chesapeake Bay and its rivers.

Anne Pearson of the Anne Arundel County Watershed Network and Alliance for Sustainable Communities won this year’s Ellen Fraites Wagner award, for her long-term commitment to educating and involving citizens in the protection and restoration of the Bay and its local rivers and streams.  Additionally, she was nominated this year for her efforts to establish the Watershed Restoration Fund, and her ability to lead a grassroots effort to educate residents and political leaders about the need to address Anne Arundel County’s storm water problem.  Created in 1998 in honor of former Governor Harry Hughes’ staff member who helped create the Trust, the Ellen Fraites Wagner Award is bestowed to one outstanding community volunteer each year for his or her tireless dedication to preserving and protecting the Chesapeake Bay.

John Sandkuhler, a high school teacher at the Forbush School at Sheppard Pratt in Baltimore, won the Teacher of the Year award for excellence in environment education in a high school setting.  Sandkuhler, a teacher at Forbush which provides special education for emotionally disturbed students, developed innovative site-based environmental education programs that have allowed his students the opportunity to make important contributions to the Bay restoration effort, regardless of personal constraints.  His efforts have brought numerous formal recognitions to Forbush, including a Maryland Green School Award in 1999, 2003 and 2006.

Elizabeth “Pokey” Fair took home the Teacher of the Year award for elementary school education due to her efforts with fourth and fifth grade students at Sparks Elementary in Baltimore County.  A leader of Sparks’ Science Academic Team, Fair launched an environmental education program called Eco-Sharks, where students participate in various conservation activities and Bay restoration projects.  She also founded an after-school program called the Outdoor Learning Club in an effort to further educate students on the importance of environmental protection.  In 2006, Fair launched Sparks’ first-ever Environmental Fair and has been featured on multiple television newscasts for her portrayal of “Sister Earth” to help stimulate scientific learning.

Beginning in 2004, the Trust launched its third award category, its Honorable Arthur Dorman scholarship, in recognition of a high school senior or college-aged minority student for his or her commitment to helping the environment and promoting diversity and tolerance for individuals of all backgrounds.  This award was created in honor of former Maryland state senator Arthur Dorman, a long-time Trust supporter and Chesapeake Bay activist.  Connie Liu, a senior at Poolesville High School in Montgomery County, won this year’s award, for her efforts that included launching her school’s first-ever annual Clean-up Day, for leading rain garden plantings and for volunteering her time at the National Aquarium in Baltimore, the Natural Resources Careers Conference and with Roots and Shoots, among other volunteer organizations.

“Saving the Bay really comes down to having motivated and dedicated citizens in the trenches implementing projects that make a measurable difference,” said O’Neill.  “Tonight’s winners are truly making an impact and the Trust will continue to support the work of such outstanding individuals as we all work hard to meet our Bay restoration objectives.”

For more information on the Trust and its award programs, visit www.cbtrust.org.


###

Other finalists for the 2007 Chesapeake Bay Trust Awards include: 


Ellen Fraites Wagner Award Finalists:

· David Gardiner, Port Tobacco River Conservancy, La Plata, MD

· Nancy McAllister, St. Mary’s River Watershed Association, St. Mary’s City, MD

· Kincey Potter, South River Federation, Annapolis, MD

· Annie Williams, Parks & People’s Watershed 263 Stakeholder Council, Baltimore, MD

Teacher of the Year Elementary/Middle School Finalists:

· Kate Primm, The Green School, Baltimore, MD

· Michael Powell, Patuxent Elementary School, Upper Marlboro, MD

· Kim Glover-Spencer, Cross Country Elementary School, Baltimore, MD

 

Teacher of the Year High School Finalists:
· Joyce Bailey, Poolesville High School, Poolesville, MD

· Jill Coutts, Northwood High School, Silver Spring, MD

 

