Chesapeake Bay Trust Announces $60,000 in Funding for the John Smith Four Hundred Project and the Creation of America’s First National Historic Water Trail
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Annapolis, MD (September 21, 2006) Today the Chesapeake Bay Trust announced a $40,000 grant to Sultana Projects in conjunction with the Captain John Smith Four Hundred Project and the Captain John Smith Chesapeake National Historic Water Trail.  This Bay-wide educational initiative will commemorate the 400th anniversary of John Smith’s exploration of the Chesapeake Bay and works to establish America’s first national historic water trail.  This announcement was made during a press conference at the Chesapeake Bay Restoration Fair taking place at Sandy Point State Park.  In addition to the $40,000 grant announced today, the Chesapeake Bay Trust also committed nearly $20,000 last year to help fund this multi-year initiative.  
Early next year a team of 12 modern-day explorers will seek to retrace Smith’s 1608 voyage using a full scale reproduction of his 28-foot shallop.  Departing Jamestown on May 12, 2007, this 121-day voyage will stop at 29 scheduled locations, including cities and towns throughout Maryland, Virginia, Delaware and Washington, DC.  At these locations, hands-on restoration and educational activities have been planned to help inform more than one million prospective visitors about the state of the Chesapeake Bay and ongoing efforts to restore it.  The voyage is also expected to play a major role in introducing America to its first national historic water trail. Legislation to establish the Captain John Smith Chesapeake National Historic Water Trail is currently pending in both houses of Congress.  
The Chesapeake Bay Trust becomes the fifth major partner for the Captain John Smith Four Hundred Project, joining the Chesapeake Bay Foundation, the Conservation Fund, National Geographic Society and the National Endowment for the Humanities.  More than one hundred additional regional organizations are also partnering in this effort.  The project is being directed an overseen by Sultana Projects, a non-profit, educational organization based in Chestertown, Maryland.  

“We are thrilled and honored to have the Chesapeake Bay Trust as a major partner in the John Smith Trail Project,” said Drew McMullen, president of Sultana Projects.  “This is one of the most ambitious and wide-ranging Bay educational initiatives to come along in a while.  The Trust is a perfect resource, both intellectually and financially, to help support this kind of project.” 
“The Trust believes strongly in educating the public about the Chesapeake Bay and efforts being done to improve its health,” said Midgett Parker, Jr., chair of the board of trustees for the Chesapeake Bay Trust.  “The John Smith Four Hundred Project and the Captain John Smith Chesapeake National Historic Water Trail offer unique opportunities to inform the broader public about the Bay and showcases actions to improve it.  It is our goal to get as many people involved with the Bay restoration effort as possible and initiatives such as the John Smith Trail Project will help make this happen.”

Detailed information on the Trust’s specific events in these ports of call will be available in early 2007.  After leaving Jamestown, the shallop’s first stop is scheduled for Onancock, VA, with stops also planned for Annapolis, Baltimore, Havre de Grace and other Maryland locations later next summer.  For more information on the Chesapeake Bay Trust and its programs, visit www.cbtrust.org.  

About John Smith’s Original Voyage

John Smith’s 1608 Chesapeake voyage is considered by many historians to be one of the most important voyages of exploration in American history.  On June 2, 1608, only one year after the English landing at Jamestown, Smith and 14 English colonists set out in a 28-foot open boat or “shallop” to explore the Chesapeake, search for gold and attempt to locate a Northwest passage to the Pacific Ocean.  In an astounding feat of navigation and endurance, Smith and his men traveled nearly 3,000 miles in just three months, experiencing a Chesapeake that is scarcely imaginable today, with its incredible ecosystem intact and a multitude of Native cultures thriving along its shores.  Smith’s records of this voyage remain the most complete description of the Chesapeake prior to European settlement and are touchstones for both environmentalists and historians.
