Chesapeake Bay Trust Announces $1 Million in Grant Funding to Help the Chesapeake Bay 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


Contact: Alicia Levi
410.974.2941, Ext. 107

Annapolis, MD (March 10, 2009) The Chesapeake Bay Trust announces   over $1 million in grant funding  to support organizations throughout the state implement on-the-ground restoration and hands-on education programs aimed at improving the health of the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries. Five of the Trust’s nine grant programs were supported in this round of funding.  The Agriculture, Environmental Education, Fisheries, Mini-Grant and Stewardship grant programs all awarded funding to support environmental restoration and education projects engaging residents from the Eastern Shore to Western Maryland. 
Grants were awarded to sixty five organizations and schools to support statewide and regional projects in 18 counties and Baltimore City.  In Washington County, the Beaver Creek Watershed Association will restore 1,000 feet of Beaver Creek with a natural channel design.  Beaver Creek is the largest limestone stream in Maryland.  Over the last eight years, restoration projects like this one have made Beaver Creek a natural reproducing trout stream.  
The campus of Anne Arundel Community College will benefit from funds to support the development of a series of rain gardens on campus.  The 950 square feet of rain gardens installed will treat storm water that flows directly to Dividing Creek.  The rain gardens will also serve as an educational tool for students.

In Garrett County, the University of Maryland Center for Environmental Science (UMCES) will receive funding from the Chesapeake Bay Trust to support their PIERS Program.  This comprehensive program engages every 5th grader in the county in environmental projects ranging from Green School planning to field investigations.
A grant awarded to the Department of Natural Resources will benefit students in Baltimore City through the development of a new summer youth program, the Civic Justice Corps.   This project will engage at risk youth in restoration projects in Baltimore parks.  
 “A recent statewide survey shows that nine out of ten Marylanders believe making the Chesapeake Bay clean and healthy is important.” said Allen Hance, Executive Director of the Chesapeake Bay Trust.  “In these tight economic times, funding provided to local communities by the Chesapeake Bay Trust is an invaluable tool in the effort to restore the health of the Chesapeake Bay and further engage Maryland residents in the process.”

Over the past several years, the Trust has expanded its grant programs to focus on maximizing long term improvements for water quality and Bay habitat.  Trust grants fund a broad spectrum of projects from field trips that educate students about one of the world’s most productive estuaries to critical Chesapeake Bay restoration initiatives including shoreline and wetland restoration projects.  With a wide range of grants available to Marylanders, the goal is to improve the reach and effectiveness of each individual grant, as well as engage as many members of the public as possible.  

Supported by state, federal and foundation funding partners, as well as the sale of the popular Treasure the Chesapeake license plate (www.bayplate.org), and contributions to the Bay and Endangered Species Fund on the Maryland State income tax form, grants awarded by the Trust have an impact statewide.  In 2008 alone, grants have been leveraged by grantees to educate over 87,000 students on Bay related issues, plant over 144,000 trees and native plants, remove 324 tons of trash and engage over 23,000 volunteers.  

About the Chesapeake Bay Trust:  

The Chesapeake Bay Trust is a nonprofit, grant-making organization. Funding provided through the Chesapeake Bay Trust is sparking on-the-ground change in communities throughout Maryland and developing Bay stewards in classrooms across the state. Since its inception in 1985, the Trust has awarded more than $27 million and engaged hundreds of thousands of Marylanders in projects that have had a measurable impact on the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries. The Trust is supported by the sale of the Maryland Treasure the Chesapeake license plate, donations to the Chesapeake Bay and Endangered Species Fund on the Maryland State income tax form, and donations from individuals and corporations.  Fully 90 percent of the Trust’s expenditures are directed to Chesapeake Bay restoration and education programs.

For more information on the Chesapeake Bay Trust and a complete list of projects funded in this funding round, visit www.cbtrust.org.  
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