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Annapolis, MD (May 9, 2007) For the fifth consecutive year, the Chesapeake Bay Trust has received a 4-star rating for its sound fiscal management, accountability and transparent grant processes from the independent charitable evaluator Charity Navigator.  This multi-year 4-star ranking, the highest available for a nonprofit organization, has been given to only 3 percent of U.S. charities that Charity Navigator has reviewed, indicating that the Chesapeake Bay Trust has been able to efficiently and effectively manage its financial resources.  Charity Navigator, which compiles data on charities in order to determine a ranking, now rates over 5,000 charities a year, making it the largest unbiased evaluator of charities in the United States.
“Only 3 percent of the charities we’ve rated have received at least 5 consecutive 4-star evaluations, indicating that the Chesapeake Bay Trust outperforms most charities in America in its efforts to operate in the most fiscally responsible way possible.  The ‘exceptional designation’ from Charity Navigator differentiates the Chesapeake Bay Trust from its peers and demonstrates to the public it is worthy of their trust,” wrote Trent Stamp, president of Charity Navigator, in its evaluation.

In 2007, the Trust scored a 68.29 out of 70 possible points for its overall rating, as well as a 38.29 out of a possible 40 for its efficiently rating.  On average, almost 90 cents of every dollar the Trust receives goes toward restoration projects and education programs in Maryland.  The evaluation also tracks primary revenue growth which has grown more than $1 million since 2004.  Additionally, the Trust has also received a 30 out of a possible 30 for the past three years for its capacity rating, meaning that the Trust has achieved optimal competency for the size and scope of its organization.
“We are proud to receive this designation from Charity Navigator as the Trust takes very seriously its responsibility to be an efficient and effective steward of the contributions it receives,” said David O’Neill, executive director of the Chesapeake Bay Trust.  “We know that much more work needs to be done to help the Bay and we are constantly looking for ways to maximize our revenue and seek innovative approaches and strategies to advance our mission.”
In 2007, the Chesapeake Bay Trust will award more than $4 million in grants to fund Chesapeake Bay restoration projects and education programs, reaching more than 60,000 students and volunteers.  In addition to private and corporate donations, the Trust also receives funding through sales of Treasure the Chesapeake license plates and the voluntary Bay Fund check-off on Maryland’s state income tax form.  For more information on the Trust, visit www.cbtrust.org.  To learn more about the Trust’s ranking and Charity Navigator overall, visit www.charitynavigator.org. 
