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Chesapeake Conservation Corps
2011-2012
Corps Volunteer Placements

Patrick Bond, Parks and People Foundation, Baltimore City
Patrick Bond has a broad background, with educational experience ranging from GIS and digital mapping to classroom education. Patrick currently works as a fellow with the Baltimore Partnership for Environmental Science Literacy where he helped plan and implement workshops for students, as well as develop environmental lesson plans for teachers.  Patrick, originally from Baltimore City, will spend his year with Parks and People in Baltimore City, working on environmental education and community education programs that connect individuals to the outdoors.  Specific programs in which he will be involved include Parks and People’s Green Career Ladder, which focuses on job training initiatives for youths ages 14-21, and Baltimore Lessons in Urban Ecosystems, an environmental education program for middle schoolers that uses art and science to engage students in watershed issues.
Stacy Bond, Maryland Association for Environmental and Outdoor Education (MAEOE),

Howard County
Stacy Bond, originally from Millersville, joins the Conservation Corps from Phoenix, Arizona.  During her time in Arizona, she worked with professors at Arizona State on researching, sampling, documenting and presenting results for proposed actions of riparian tree damage in the Phoenix Valley. Stacy believes that it is vital to educate and expose children to the delicate environment in which they live. Appropriately, she will be spending her year at MAEOE, located in Jessup, working to help schools achieve Green School status through a variety of energy-efficiency, outdoor classroom, schoolyard habitat, and other green practices. Stacy is looking forward to gaining experience in the field during her time with the Conservation Corps.
Erin Bowman, Reservoir Hill Improvement Council, Baltimore City
At the Reservoir Hill Improvement Council, a Baltimore City organization that works to revitalize the Reservoir Hill neighborhood through building rehabilitation, alleviating poverty, improving public safety, educating and engaging citizens, and creating jobs, Erin Bowman will be working on RHIC’s Green Master Plan.  Projects include assisting with the Community Energy Savers outreach program focusing on energy conservation, leading RHIC’s Green Team and Healthy Foods Team and expanding community gardens, and working on tree canopy inventories and urban greening projects.  With interests in environmental and social justice, Erin has experience volunteering with Loyola University’s Center for Community Service and Justice, and has traveled to Central America to study issues related to sustainability and climate change.  

Braeden Bumpers, Friends of Rock Creek’s Environment, Montgomery County
Braeden Bumpers, from Cabin John, will spend his year with the Friends of Rock Creek’s Environment working to develop their Stream Team program. The Stream Team program was created to engage local citizens into action to protect Rock Creek.  Braeden will be responsible for creating events, resources, meeting with community groups, and participating in outreach throughout the community with the Stream Team. Braeden is well prepared for these tasks as a seasoned volunteer, and has gained knowledge of environmental issues through recent educational programs and while volunteering for the Potomac Conservancy.
Kristin Buter, Phillips Wharf Education Center, Talbot County
Kristin Buter will spend her year in the Conservation Corps with the Phillips Wharf Education Center located in Tilghman Island. She has a strong background in marine biology, through her studies in Belize and the Galapagos Islands, and a desire to educate fellow Marylanders about the Chesapeake Bay.  Kristin was also president of her school’s Environmental Awareness Society and helped orchestrate local clean ups, nature walks and community projects. Her experience working with aquatic life will be a great asset to the Phillips Wharf Education Center’s mobile education program that brings Chesapeake Bay aquatic species to children and adults who cannot access them in their natural settings. Kristin will also assist with community outreach on Tilghman Island for the Maryland Grow Oysters program. 
Laura Cattell, National Aquarium in Baltimore, Baltimore City
Laura Cattell will spend her year with the National Aquarium in Baltimore’s Conservation Department, where she will focus on hands-on, volunteer-based wetland restoration activities throughout Maryland, including Poplar Island, Fort McHenry, and Nassawango Creek Preserve. In addition, Laura will be involved in several K-12 environmental education programs, including programs to raise terrapins and wetland plants in the classroom, following by terrapin release and planting activities in the field. Laura has a background in Environmental Science, and she participated in several environmental outreach initiatives as co-president of her school’s environmental club Earthkeepers.  Laura is coming to the Chesapeake Conservation Corps after two years of work with the Maryland Park Service, and brings with her experience educating the community on environmental issues, biological monitoring, and restoration implementation.
Dietrich Epp-Schmidt, Eco City Farms, Prince George’s County
At Eco City Farms, an organization located in Prince George’s County that demonstrates how sustainable agriculture methods can help environmental and watershed restoration in urban areas, Dietrich Epp-Schmidt will work primarily on the farm’s composting program.  This endeavor will include working with farm staff to understand proper composting techniques, building windrows and compost bins, using compost and worm castings to help seed and grow a variety of produce, participating in tours and compost demonstrations on the farm and more.  With a strong background in biology, Dietrich has experience volunteering with the Saint Mary’s River Project and also with Sierra Club. Dietrich would one day like to explore his own urban farming campaign by producing acorn flour from city trees.
Taren Evans, American Chestnut Land Trust, Calvert County
Taren Evans, of Prince Frederick, will be expanding her role with the American Chestnut Land Trust through the Chesapeake Conservation Corps.  Her duties involve managing Community Supported Agriculture, including the creation of native plant gardens, invasive species removal, assisting with school trips, guided hikes and canoe trips, as well as making an assessment on how the American Chestnut Land Trust can make their building more energy efficient. Taren has a long history of dedication to her community, and looks forward to continuing to give back during her year as a Conservation Corps member.

Stephanie Fischer, Maryland Department of Natural Resources, Anne Arundel County
Stephanie Fisher has experience in volunteer engagement through her participation in the Mid-Atlantic Hiking Group, and will bring her background in coastal and marine geology to the Corps. During her service with the Chesapeake Conservation Corps, Stephanie will work with the Chesapeake Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve in Annapolis, to help support and strengthen its Education program and Stewardship program goals. She will build estuarine and environmental literacy through programs with teachers and students, and protect, manage and restore three ecologically-valuable estuarine sites. Stephanie is currently a geoarchaeology intern at the Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History, and would like to pursue a career in the field of wetland ecology.
Ileana Freytes, Casa de Maryland, Prince George’s County
Ileana Freytes will be working on green home practices including researching local employers with an interest in green techniques, weatherization and retrofitting, and investigating green certifications with Casa de Maryland in Langley Park. She will also work with employers and workers to ensure the green practices of reducing waste and toxic hazard, as well as recycling.  Ileana is originally from Puerto Rico, where living on a small island has instilled in her a passion for marine life and biology. She has volunteered for numerous environmental organizations in the past that focused on educating the community about the environment and sustainable practices.

Kosoko Jackson, Arlington Echo Outdoor Education Center, Anne Arundel County
Kosoko Jackson will be serving with the Arlington Echo Outdoor Education Center in Millersville, working on two of their programs: the Chesapeake Connections Program, which focuses on energy conservation and watershed restoration projects on school grounds, and the Watershed Stewards Academy, which trains citizens how to conduct local watershed restoration and energy conservation projects.  With an educational background in public health and communication, Kosoko has experience working with the community and youth through his volunteer efforts with groups such as the American Red Cross. As a native of the Chesapeake Bay region, Kosoko understands how important the Bay is and believes that education is a priority when it comes to saving the Chesapeake.

Concetta Laskey, Calvert Marine Museum and CHEARS, Calvert County and Prince George’s County
Concetta Laskey will spend her year working with two different organizations: the Calvert Marine Museum and CHEARS. With the Museum, Concetta will assist curatorial staff to catalog and preserve artifacts into their Chesapeake Stories collection to document the Chesapeake Bay’s history. Her work at the Chesapeake Education, Arts and Research Society (CHEARS) will entail working on the Three Sisters Community Gardens Project, which focuses on urban gardening and community outreach. With her leadership experience as president of the student chapter of the National Science Teachers Association, Concetta will have no problem organizing community information sessions, outreach events, and garden work days. Concetta hopes to study Natural History and Historical Geography in the future, and is excited about the opportunity to gain field experience in these areas.  
Racheal Patrice, Habitat for Humanity Choptank, Talbot County
Racheal Patrice, from Hyattsville, will be spending her year with Habitat for Humanity Choptank working on energy efficient home instruction. During her time, she will be expanding her knowledge of infrastructure construction and green building practices, while performing energy audits on houses that Habitat for Humanity Choptank builds.  Racheal will also be responsible for establishing appropriate on-site recycling programs for building materials. Racheal is a member of the Hillman Entrepreneurs at her school, and is dedicated to merging her passion for helping others with her love for the environment.

James Phillips, Anacostia Watershed Society, Prince George’s County
James Phillips will spend his year at the Anacostia Watershed Society in Bladensburg, working on a variety of watershed restoration projects, including an invasive plant management program, native planting program, and trash mitigation program.  In addition, James will gain experience in the Society’s environmental education programs, with a focus on field experiences, and in low impact development and stormwater best management practices such as rain garden design and rain barrel installation. James has experience volunteering for numerous non-profits and working with the community through his school’s Student Environmental Action Coalition.

Joseph Ports, West/Rhode Riverkeeper, Anne Arundel County
Joseph Ports, from Bel Air, will be joining the West/Rhode Riverkeepers to help implement restoration projects, organize stream clean ups, conduct water quality monitoring and data analysis, as well as manage community kayaking nights. These tasks require a strong sense of leadership, which Joseph has developed through his time training to be an Eagle Scout, and while studying abroad in the Peruvian Amazon. He also has a strong background in water quality monitoring as part of the Maryland Department of Natural Resources ‘Stream Waders’ and working with the University of Maryland’s Aquaculture Research Center, which will be a great asset to the Riverkeeper team.
Allison Rich, Baltimore City Public Schools, Baltimore City
Allison Rich will be spending her year with Baltimore City Public Schools working on a variety of educationally based projects. As a Conservation Corps member, she will be expected to facilitate partnerships to encourage the development of hands-on environmental education and energy conservation education for public school students, ensuring that targeted curriculum is developed for career and technology education, while also coordinating an action team in schoolyard greening. Allison has gained much experience on a variety of environmental issues working with non-profits around the world, including the Earth Island Institute and Rede Verde Network and is excited for this opportunity to engage and educate students in Baltimore City.

Nicole Robinson, Frederick County Office of Environmental Sustainability, Frederick County
Nicole Robinson will be working in her local community of Frederick with the Frederick County Office of Environmental Sustainability on the county’s brand new energy efficiency program, the “Green Homes Challenge.” This initiative aims to reduce and track residential energy consumption and greenhouse gas emissions and increase the number of energy efficient devices, retrofit projects, and renewable energy systems installed in the residential sector. Nicole will be working specifically on outreach, implementation and outcomes of the “Be a Power Saver Challenge,” which addresses energy conservation and efficiency. Through her role as co-president and treasurer of the Student Environmental Alliance, she is familiar with public engagement and has organized events with organizations like the Sassafras River Association. 
Lea Rubin, Chesapeake Bay Foundation, Anne Arundel County
Lea Rubin, of Kensington, will spend her year at the Chesapeake Bay Foundation in Annapolis, engaged in their oyster restoration program, on-the-ground watershed restoration programs, and sustainable agriculture program at Claggett Farm. Lea’s background is in environmental chemistry, and she has spent time in Costa Rica studying the effects of traffic on understory bird species.  Lea gained experience in organizing volunteer events, designing environmental curriculum, and educating the community through her work as the Environmental Science Specialist and Youth Empowerment Coordinator for the non-profit group growingSOUL.  Her leadership and volunteer experience will make her a great addition to the Chesapeake Conservation Corps.
Wesley Tse, Eastern Shore Land Conservancy, Queen Anne’s County
Wesley Tse, from Burtonsville, will be serving with the Easter Shore Land Conservancy in Queenstown, monitoring 243 conservation easements on 43,000 acres of farmland. Wesley will be responsible for meeting with landowners, organizing field excursions, maintaining their database, and developing an education outreach event. He has gained experience in all of these areas through his time with Engineers Without Boarders, where he designed and implemented water purification systems, and while studying land grading and runoff for his senior project to reduce nutrient loading. 

Zoe Unruh, Montgomery County Public Schools, Montgomery County
Zoe Unruh comes to the Chesapeake Conservation Corps with a strong background in environmental studies. She has worked with a variety of organizations that are dedicated to outdoor education, including San Francisco Nature Education that focuses on engaging under privileged youth in environmental activities.  Zoe will spend her year working with Montgomery County Public Schools, specifically on their Outdoor Environmental Education Programs where she will be asked to increase opportunities for students to engage in environmental projects. These projects may be tailored to fulfill student service learning hours, support Green School candidates and create programs for high school level restoration activities.  
Carol Wong, South River Federation, Anne Arundel County
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Carol Wong has a well-rounded philanthropic history through volunteer service with organizations like Habitat for Humanity and Walk MS. She will bring this sense of community service to her work with the South River Federation located in Edgewater. Carol has also worked in the field of environmental engineering, and has interest in learning more about biological monitoring and water quality research.  During her Corps year, she will be leading community-based watershed restoration activities, working on a water quality monitoring program, producing a watershed report card, and organizing community outreach activities.  Carol, a native of Maryland, has goals to one day obtain a Ph.D. and become a professor of Environmental Engineering.
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