FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Beaulieu Vineyard® Helps Preserve and Support the Chesapeake Bay

Wines to Raise Funds and Awareness for the Chesapeake Bay Trust and its Preservation Initiatives

Annapolis, Md. (March 22, 2007): Today historic Napa Valley winery Beaulieu Vineyard® (BV) announced the second year of its support for the Chesapeake Bay Trust, aimed at raising funds and awareness to help restore and protect the Chesapeake Bay.  For the months of April, May and June, BV will donate one dollar to the Trust for every case of BV wine sold in Maryland.  Last year, BV donated $10,000 to the Trust as a result of this program.

“I am incredibly pleased by the outpouring of support Marylanders have shown for the Chesapeake through their purchases of BV Wines,” said Mark Deveney, Maryland market manager for Diageo Chateau and Estates, the producer of BV Wines.  “I fully expect to exceed last year’s donation as I believe more Marylanders will purchase BV for two reasons: the quality in the bottle and to help the Bay.”

In addition to donations from sales of BV wine cases, restaurants and bars throughout the state have the opportunity to offer BV to their customers, with a portion of the proceeds benefiting the Chesapeake Bay Trust.  The Trust, a nonprofit, grant making organization that will award approximately $4 million in 2007, expects to use this donation to fund projects that are having a measurable impact on the Bay, by improving water quality and marine habitat in local streams and rivers, among other initiatives.

“We are grateful that BV has again partnered with the Trust to raise much-needed funding for the Chesapeake Bay restoration effort,” said David O’Neill, executive director of the Chesapeake Bay Trust.  “Individuals purchasing BV wines are not only getting a fantastic product, but they are also contributing to on-the-ground restoration projects that make a difference in our efforts to bring back the Bay.” 

Reliable Churchill, the largest wine and spirits distributor in Maryland, is coordinating this promotion and has created special Chesapeake Bay-themed BV wine displays to be showcased in retails outlets throughout the state.  During the course of this three-month promotion, Marylanders are encouraged to ask their local restaurants and wine retail shops for more information on this partnership.  To see the ever-growing list of program participants and their locations, visit www.cbtrust.org.

“When you walk into your local retail store, we simply ask that you consider purchasing BV Wine so that you can help us help the Bay,” said Don Davolio, trade development manager for Reliable Churchill.  “This is an opportunity for us as a company to give back and help one of the world’s most important natural resources—our great Chesapeake Bay.”

About the Chesapeake Bay Trust

Since its inception in 1985, the Chesapeake Bay Trust has awarded more than $20 million in grants that have funded thousands of Bay restoration and education projects throughout Maryland.  For every dollar contributed to the Trust, 90 cents goes directly toward Bay restoration projects and programs.  In addition to partnerships like Beaulieu Vineyard, the Trust also receives funding from the Maryland state income tax check-off and from the sale of the Treasure the Chesapeake license plate.  For four years running, the Trust has received a 4-Star rating from Charity Navigator—the highest rating offered for charities.

About Beaulieu Vineyard

Beaulieu Vineyard wines are produced by Diageo Chateau & Estate Wines, which is part of Diageo, the world's leading premium drinks business.  DC&E also produces and markets Sterling Vineyards, New Haven, Edna Valley, Archetype, and Acacia, as well as the French wines of Barton & Guestier.  DC&E is also a leading importer of classified Bordeaux in the U.S. and F.E. Trimbach wines from Alsace.  A collection of Burgundy estate-bottled wines and several other fine European wines complement the selection. Diageo's broader business includes Smirnoff Vodkas and flavored malt beverages, Guinness, Bailey's Irish Cream, Crown Royal, and Captain Morgan Original Spiced Rum, as well as many other of the world's leading premium drinks brands.  Enjoy our quality responsibly.

About Reliable-Churchill

Reliable-Churchill is the largest wine and spirits distributor in Maryland and a member of the Charmer Sunbelt Group.  The Charmer Sunbelt Group is one of the nation's leading distributors of fine wines, spirits, beers, bottled water and other non-alcoholic products. The Charmer Sunbelt Group is a group of affiliated, independent companies operating in Alabama, Arizona, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Illinois, Maryland, Mississippi, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Virginia and the District of Columbia.
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