** Please note that additional information and photographs are available for all winners and finalists. **

Chesapeake Bay Trust Announces its 2009 Award Winners during Reception with Maryland General Assembly Members and Community Leaders
Three Maryland residents recognized for outstanding contributions to the Bay.
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: Alicia Levi
410.974.2941, Ext. 107

Annapolis, MD (January 30, 2009) Yesterday, the Chesapeake Bay Trust announced the winners of its 2009 Awards Program, which honored three outstanding individuals who have made exceptional contributions to improve the health of the Chesapeake Bay and its rivers.  During the Trust’s annual Legislative Reception and Awards Program, held at the historic Banneker-Douglas Museum in Annapolis, Chesapeake Bay Trust Board members Paul Allen, Tara Potter, and Scot Spencer announced the winners of the Ellen Fraites Wagner Award, the Honorable Arthur Dorman Scholarship, and the Teacher of the Year awards.  Attending the awards ceremony were more than 100 legislators, agency officials, Chesapeake Bay experts, and community leaders.  

“Engaging citizens and students in the restoration and protection of the Chesapeake Bay and its rivers has been the central objective of the Chesapeake Bay Trust since its inception,” said Allen Hance, Executive Director of the Chesapeake Bay Trust.  “We are proud to recognize the accomplishments of these three remarkable Maryland residents.”

Each year the Trust recognizes a volunteer, educator, and student for their work of protecting the environment and the Chesapeake Bay.  Since its inception in 1985, the Trust has awarded a total of $27 million in grants to local organizations working on restoration and education projects across Maryland.  The Trust’s grant programs are supported by contributions made by Marylanders through purchases of Treasure the Chesapeake license plates and through donations to the Chesapeake Bay and Endangered Species Fund on the Maryland State income tax form.
Volunteer of the Year

The Ellen Fraites Wagner Award recognizes a Marylander who has demonstrated a special commitment to educating and involving citizens in Chesapeake Bay protection and restoration activities with.  
Local watershed organizations are a particularly powerful tool for raising public awareness about environmental problems and developing local solutions to these problems.  This year’s recipient of the Ellen Fraites Wagner Award – Ellyn Vail -- has been instrumental in founding and developing a new watershed organization on the Eastern Shore of Maryland.  In just a few short years, the Sassafras River Association has grown from an idea shared by a few local residents to a thriving 400-member organization with a Board, executive director, and Riverkeeper.  In her role as a Board member, Ellyn has been instrumental in building the citizen-base of the organization and creating the partnerships throughout Cecil and Kent Counties that are needed for it to succeed.  
Teacher of the Year

Each year, the Chesapeake Bay Trust recognizes an outstanding educator for their commitment to Chesapeake Bay and environmental education.  The Trust is pleased to honor Mac Sloan of Fort Hill High School in Cumberland, Maryland as our 2009 Teacher of the Year.  
Selected from a talented pool of nominees, Mr. Sloan teaches about the Bay and the broader watershed through science classes and other parts of the curriculum; uses school grounds and local natural areas to enrich classroom experiences; and motivates and inspires students by promoting environmental awareness throughout the school and the broader community.  

Mr. Sloan is active in his community as well as his school, serving as the President of the George’s Creek Watershed association, and volunteering over 500 hours over the past six years to various local environmental groups. 

Student of the Year

The Honorable Arthur Dorman Scholarship recognizes a high school senior or college-aged minority student for his or her commitment to helping the environment and promoting diversity and tolerance for individuals of all backgrounds.  This award was created in honor of former Maryland state senator Arthur Dorman, a long-time Trust supporter and Chesapeake Bay activist.  This year’s $5,000 scholarship has been awarded to Kliffi Blackstone, a senior at Digital Harbor High School in Baltimore.

Kliffi is a shining example of the scientifically, technologically, and environmentally literate citizen that will be increasingly in demand as we move toward that green economy.  At Digital Harbor High School, Ms. Blackstone is studying in the Networks and Computer Systems pathway, where she’s been taking AP Computer Science and English classes.  She has a 3.5 GPA and is near the top of her graduating class.  In addition to her recognition at last night’s legislative event, Kliffi was honored at the 21st Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Awards Dinner hosted earlier this month.
About the Chesapeake Bay Trust:  

The Chesapeake Bay Trust is a nonprofit, grant-making organization. Funding provided through the Chesapeake Bay Trust is sparking on-the-ground change in communities throughout Maryland and developing Bay stewards in classrooms across the state. Since its inception in 1985, the Trust has awarded more than $27 million and engaged hundreds of thousands of Marylanders in projects that have had a measurable impact on the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries. The Trust is supported by the sale of the Maryland Treasure the Chesapeake license plate, donations to the Chesapeake Bay and Endangered Species Fund on the Maryland State income tax form, and donations from individuals and corporations.  Fully 90 percent of the Trust’s expenditures are directed to Chesapeake Bay restoration and education programs.

For more information on the Chesapeake Bay Trust, visit www.cbtrust.org.  
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