Chesapeake Bay Trust Announces its 2009 Honorable Arthur Dorman Minority Scholarship Recipient
Baltimore City High School Senior awarded $5,000 scholarship for outstanding contributions to the Chesapeake Bay.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: Alicia Levi
410.974.2941, Ext. 107

Annapolis, MD (January 14, 2009) The Chesapeake Bay Trust is pleased to announce the recipient of its 2009 Honorable Arthur Dorman Scholarship which recognizes a minority student in Maryland who has made exceptional contributions to improve the health of the Chesapeake Bay and its rivers.  This $5,000 scholarship has been awarded to Kliffi Blackstone, a senior at Digital Harbor High School in Baltimore.  Kliffi is an active environmentalist and leader in her school and community.  She has an outstanding academic record, is a member of the Environmental Club, participates in sports, and is an avid sailor and committed environmentalist.  The Trust is proud to award the 2009 Arthur Dorman Scholarship to a student who has brought a new sense of environmental awareness to her school and community.
“Emerging leaders such as Kliffi Blackstone are the key to a greener and healthier future for the Chesapeake Bay and for Maryland,” said Allen Hance, Executive Director of the Chesapeake Bay Trust.  “Kliffi is a shining example of the scientifically, technologically, and environmentally literate citizen that will be increasingly in demand as we move toward a green economy.  The Chesapeake Bay Trust is proud to recognize the accomplishments of Kliffi Blackstone and to support her continuing environmental education through this scholarship award.”

In 2004, the Trust launched the Honorable Arthur Dorman scholarship in recognition of a high school or college-aged minority student for his or her commitment to helping the environment and promoting diversity and tolerance for individuals of all backgrounds.  The award was created in honor of former Maryland state senator Arthur Dorman, a long-time Trust supporter, with the goal of advancing academic achievement and increasing the engagement of minority students in environmental issues. Ms. Blackstone will be recognized at two special recognition events in January.

· 21st Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Awards Dinner.  This event, founded in 1988, honors the legacy of Dr. King by honoring men and women who through their deeds, words and actions, helped to keep his legacy alive.  The event is scheduled for Friday, January 16, 2009.  www.mlkmd.org
· Chesapeake Bay Trust Awards Reception. Joined by state legislators and local officials, this event recognizes the contributions of students, teachers and volunteers throughout the state who have made contributions to the Chesapeake Bay.  The event is scheduled for January 29, 2009 at the Banneker-Douglas Museum in Annapolis, Maryland. 

Funding to support the Trust grant and awards programs is generated from the sale of the popular Treasure the Chesapeake license plate (www.bayplate.org), contributions to the Bay and Endangered Species Fund on the Maryland State income tax form, and contributions from private, corporate, state, and federal organizations.  Nearly $4 million in grants awarded by the Trust in 2008 were leveraged by grantees to educate over 87,000 students on Bay related issues, plant over 144,000 trees and native plants, remove 324 tons of trash and engage over 23,000 volunteers across the state.  

About the Chesapeake Bay Trust:  

The Chesapeake Bay Trust is a nonprofit, grant-making organization. Funding provided through the Chesapeake Bay Trust is sparking on-the-ground change in communities throughout Maryland and developing Bay stewards in classrooms across the state. Since its inception in 1985, the Trust has awarded more than $27 million and engaged hundreds of thousands of Marylanders in projects that have had a measurable impact on the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries. The Trust is supported by the sale of the Maryland Treasure the Chesapeake license plate, donations to the Chesapeake Bay and Endangered Species Fund on the Maryland State income tax form, and donations from individuals and corporations.  Fully 90 percent of the Trust’s expenditures are directed to Chesapeake Bay restoration and education programs.

For more information on the Chesapeake Bay Trust, visit www.cbtrust.org.  
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