Governor O’Malley Makes New Appointments to the Chesapeake Bay Trust’s Board of Trustees
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Annapolis, MD (November 10, 2008) – Governor Martin O’Malley has announced the appointment of five new members to the Chesapeake Bay Trust’s Board of Trustees.  The Trust’s 19-member Board of Trustees has two ex-officio representatives from the State General Assembly and one each from the Maryland Department of Natural Resources (MDNR), Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE), and Maryland Department of Agriculture (MDA).  The remaining fourteen members of the Board are appointed by the Governor.  
Stuart Clarke, Valerie Ervin, Jack Hollerbach, Terence Smith and Lise Van Susteren have all been appointed to the 19 member board.  Additionally, Tara Potter, who has served on the board for two years, has been appointed to a full term by the Governor.  

“These distinguished individuals bring a tremendous range of talents and experiences to the Trust.” said Dr. Allen Hance, Executive Director of the Chesapeake Bay Trust.  “I look forward to having these new Board members join us in our efforts to build on the Trust’s remarkable accomplishments to date and chart a bold new course for the future.”

Stuart Alan Clarke is the Executive Director of the Town Creek Foundation, located in Easton, MD.  The Town Creek Foundation, founded by Jennifer and Ted Stanley, is one of the lead philanthropies that support Chesapeake Bay restoration and protection efforts.  He serves as chair of the board of the national Environmental Grantmakers Association and is one of the key leaders in the Chesapeake Bay Funders Network, which is co-chaired by the Trust.  He has previously held executive positions at CITYCARES, Southern Partners Fund, the Turner Foundation, and 100 Black Men of Atlanta.  

Valerie Ervin is a member of Montgomery County Council, where she chairs the Education Committee and has focused on improving the County’s public education system and enhancing educational opportunities for students.  As a member of the Board of Education from 2004 to 2006 and Chair of the Board’s Research and Evaluation Committee, Ms. Ervin developed solutions to a variety of issues that impact the lives of students and their families.  Ms. Ervin is a former PTSA co-president of Montgomery Blair High School PTSA, served as NAACP Parents’ Council representative, was a founding member of Blacks United for Excellence in Education, and participated in the Montgomery County Education Forum.  Ms. Ervin has also served as a member of the Superintendent’s Committee on Gifted and Talented Education and the Collaboration Council for Children, Youth and Families.  

Jack Hollerbach is the President and CEO of the HarVest Bank of Maryland, based in Rockville, MD.  He has a long and impressive background in banking, finance, and accounting.  He serves on the board of the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra and the Maryland Chamber of Commerce.  Mr. Hollerbach is a former chair of the Howard County Solid Waste Funding Board (1997), was a member of the Brownfield’s Legislation Task Force (1997), and was on the governor’s transition team (2007).  In addition to his BA and MBA from Iona College, he is a CPA and holds a certificate in environmental studies from JHU.    
Tara Potter is an Assistant Vice President of External Affairs for Verizon Maryland.  Ms. Potter currently is responsible for a segment of Verizon’s community and legislative activities, as well as providing support to nonprofit organizations through board leadership and identifying opportunities for partnerships.
Terence Smith is an award-winning journalist who has been a political reporter, foreign correspondent, editor and television analyst for the New York Times, CBS News, PBS’s NewsHour, and National Public Radio.  He speaks, writes and broadcasts on national politics, international affairs and environmental issues involving the Chesapeake Bay and ocean policies.  He currently serves on the boards of the University of Maryland Center for Environmental Sciences and a number of local watershed organizations.  He lives in Shady Side, MD.

Lise Van Susteren  is certified in both general and forensic psychiatry and for over twenty years has maintained a private practice in psychiatry. A frequent guest on local and national radio and television, Lise has addressed such issues as child protection, teenage drinking, sexual harassment, violence and depression in children.  She was one of the first fifty persons to be trained in Nashville by Al Gore to give her version of his global warming slide show, the basis of the documentary, “An Inconvenient Truth.”  An Assistant Professor of Psychiatry at Georgetown University, she is on the board of the National Wildlife Federation, the Chesapeake Climate Action Network and is a member of the working group of the Maryland Commission on Climate.

The Chesapeake Bay Trust is a private, non-profit grant making organization that has awarded more than $27 million in grants to over 7,500 organizations and projects that promote community engagement, environmental education, environmental restoration and environmental sustainability and innovation.   Last year alone, the Trust awarded $4 million to 400 schools, organizations and local governments across the state, engaging over 85,000 students and 23,000 volunteers.

About the Chesapeake Bay Trust:  

The Chesapeake Bay Trust is a nonprofit, grant-making organization. Funding provided through the Chesapeake Bay Trust is sparking on-the-ground change in communities throughout Maryland and developing Bay stewards in classrooms across the state. Since its inception in 1985, the Trust has awarded more than $27 million and engaged hundreds of thousands of Marylanders in projects that have had a measurable impact on the Chesapeake Bay. The Trust is supported by the sale of the Maryland Treasure the Chesapeake license plate, donations to the Chesapeake Bay and Endangered Species Fund on the Maryland State income tax form, and donations from individuals and corporations.  Fully 90 percent of the Trust’s expenditures are directed to Chesapeake Bay restoration and education programs.

For more information on the Chesapeake Bay Trust, visit www.cbtrust.org.  
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