Chesapeake Bay Trust Rated in Top 3% of Charities Nationwide
Charity Navigator Announces Trust’s 4-Star Charitable Rating for sixth consecutive year 
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Annapolis, MD (June 17, 2007) The Chesapeake Bay Trust ranks in the top 3% of charities nationwide according to Charity Navigator, the nation’s largest independent evaluator of charities.  For the sixth consecutive year, the Chesapeake Bay Trust has received a 4-star rating for its sound fiscal management and accountability.  This multi-year ranking, the highest available for a nonprofit organization, indicates that the Chesapeake Bay Trust has been a notably efficient and effective steward of  its financial resources.  

“Only 3 percent of the charities we’ve rated have received at least 5 consecutive 4-star evaluations, indicating that the Chesapeake Bay Trust outperforms most charities in America in its efforts to operate in the most fiscally responsible way possible.  This ‘exceptional designation’ from Charity Navigator differentiates the Chesapeake Bay Trust from its peers and demonstrates to the public it is worthy of their trust,” wrote Michael Smith, Interim President/Chief Operating Officer of Charity Navigator.
The Chesapeake Bay Trust works to promote public awareness of and participation in the restoration of the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries.  Funding to support the Trust comes from the sale of the Treasure the Chesapeake license plate, contributions from the Maryland state income tax check-off form, and private donations.  Fully 90 percent of the Trust’s expenditures are directed to Chesapeake Bay restoration and education programs.
“The Trust puts a premium on – and has earned a national reputation for – the accountability, efficiency and effectiveness of its programming,” said Allen Hance, executive director of the Chesapeake Bay Trust.  “The Trust is proud to receive the highest rating from Charity Navigator as we partner with Maryland residents to improve the health of the Chesapeake Bay.”

Over the past 23 years, the Trust has awarded over 7,500 grants to wetlands restoration, living shorelines, oyster seeding, tree plantings, water quality monitoring, educational experiences, and other projects that have a measurable impact on the environment.  Last year alone, the Trust granted over $4.2 million to 443 schools, organizations and local governments across the state, engaging over 77,000 students and almost 30,000 volunteers.
About the Chesapeake Bay Trust:  

The Chesapeake Bay Trust is a nonprofit, grant-making organization. Funding provided through the Chesapeake Bay Trust is sparking on-the-ground change in communities throughout Maryland and developing Bay stewards in classrooms throughout the state. Since its inception in 1985, the Trust has awarded more than $24 million and engaged hundreds of thousands of Marylanders in projects that have had a measurable impact on the Chesapeake Bay. The Trust is supported by the sale of the Maryland Treasure the Chesapeake license plate, donations to the Chesapeake Bay and Endangered Species Fund on the Maryland State income tax form, and donations from individuals and corporations.

For more information on the Chesapeake Bay Trust, visit www.cbtrust.org.  
To learn more about the Trust’s ranking and Charity Navigator, visit www.charitynavigator.org. 
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