Chesapeake Bay Trust Event Raises $100,000 to Help the Chesapeake Bay

Ninth Annual Treasure the Chesapeake Celebration Attracts More Than 400 Attendees to the Chesapeake Bay Beach Club to Raise Funds for Bay Restoration
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Annapolis, MD (May 1, 2007) Last Thursday more than 400 Chesapeake Bay conservationists joined members of the boating and corporate communities to show their support for the Chesapeake Bay by participating in the Chesapeake Bay Trust’s Ninth Annual Treasure the Chesapeake Celebration.  Held at the Chesapeake Bay Beach Club on Maryland’s Eastern Shore, this event has grown into one of the largest fundraisers for the Chesapeake Bay’s recovery and the largest for its recipient, the Chesapeake Bay Trust.  The Trust, a nonprofit grant making organization, uses these dollars to fund Chesapeake Bay restoration projects and education programs throughout Maryland.  This year, the Treasure the Chesapeake Celebration raised $100,000, more than double any previous year in the event’s history.

“The outpouring of support we’re received from donors both large and small has been beyond our wildest expectations,” stated David O’Neill, executive director of the Chesapeake Bay Trust.  “Our ambitious budget was to raise $75,000, and with so much effort from our board of trustees and our active partners, we were able to far exceed that goal.”

During the event, attendees were able to meet two special guests: Gary Williams, head basketball coach for the Maryland Terrapins; and Art Shell, former coach of the Oakland Raiders and NFL Fall of Famer.  Williams joined patrons for a Basketball Shootout contest during the evening that helped raise money for the Trust, and Shell, a graduate of the University of Maryland Eastern Shore, entertained guests with tales of the NFL.  Jayne Miller, chief investigative reporter with WBAL Channel 11 News in Baltimore, served as master of ceremonies and local band favorite Mama Jama “reggaed” the crowd to their feet.

In total, almost 100 individuals, local businesses, and corporations contributed to the Treasure the Chesapeake Celebration in the form of sponsorships that ranged from $250 to $10,000.  At the top “Blue Heron” sponsorship level, Bank of America, Constellation Energy, Erickson Retirement Communities, M&T Bank and Wal-Mart showed their support for the event and for the work that the Chesapeake Bay Trust supports for the Bay and local communities.

“The Chesapeake Bay affects each and every one of us who lives here in Maryland,” said Midgett Parker, outgoing chairman for the Chesapeake Bay Trust.  “It is our job and our duty to protect this great natural resource and we are all here tonight because we believe in saving the Bay for our children and for future generations.”

In 2006, the Chesapeake Bay Trust will award more than $4 million in grants to fund Chesapeake Bay restoration projects and education programs throughout Maryland, reaching more than 60,000 students and volunteers annually.  In addition to events like the Treasure the Chesapeake Celebration, the Trust also receives funding through sales of Treasure the Chesapeake license plates and the voluntary Bay Fund check-off on Maryland’s state income tax form.  For more information on the Trust, visit www.cbtrust.org.

