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Annapolis, MD (May 31, 2006) – Governor Robert L. Ehrlich, Jr. has announced the appointment of two new members, Dr. Margaret Palmer and Tara Potter, to the Chesapeake Bay Trust’s board of trustees.  Additionally, Dr. Torrey Brown, a former board of trustees chair and a long-time ex-officio member representing the Maryland Department of Natural Resources, has been appointed a full board member by the Governor. Charles Evans from the Maryland Department of Natural Resources will take Dr. Brown’s spot as the ex-officio member representing the department.  Additionally, Robert Hoyt was re-appointed by the Governor to a second term. The Chesapeake Bay Trust is a private, non-profit organization that has awarded more than $18 million in grants for projects that protect and restore the Chesapeake Bay and its rivers throughout the state of Maryland.  

Dr. Margaret Palmer, a nationally renowned restoration ecologist, is the director of the Chesapeake Biological Laboratory, a component of the University of Maryland’s Center for Environmental Studies.  She is actively involved in restoration ecology and previously served on the Chesapeake Bay Trust’s task force for measuring environmental improvement.  Joining Dr. Palmer is Tara Potter, assistant vice president of external affairs for Verizon Maryland.  Ms. Potter currently is responsible for Verizon’s community and philanthropic activities and works with nonprofit organizations throughout the state to identify opportunities for partnerships.

“It brings me great pleasure to appoint Dr. Palmer and Ms. Potter to the Chesapeake Bay Trust’s board of trustees,” said Governor Ehrlich.  “The Trust’s efforts to protect our great Chesapeake are extremely important and I believe that both of these individuals will contribute greatly to advancing this mission.”

Dr. Torrey Brown, a founder and long-time advocate of the Trust, has recently moved from an ex-officio post into his position on the board.  Dr. Brown is the chairman of Intralytix, Inc., and previously served on the faculty of Johns Hopkins Hospital.  He was elected delegate to the Maryland Legislature from 1970 until 1982 and served as the chairman of the House of Delegates Environmental Matters Committee.  Additionally, Dr. Brown was secretary of the Department of Natural Resources and helped establish the Chesapeake Bay Trust in 1985.  Replacing Dr. Brown as ex-officio is Charles Evans, assistant secretary of development and federal relations, for Maryland’s Department of Natural Resources.

“Each of the Governor’s appointments is an exceptional individual with diverse professional backgrounds and personal commitments to the restoration of the Chesapeake Bay,” said Midgett Parker, Jr., chair of the board of trustees for the Chesapeake Bay Trust.  “We are pleased to welcome them to the Trust and we look forward to working with them to expand our efforts to improve the health of the Bay.”

Robert Hoyt, founding partner of EcoLogix and the former assistant secretary of Maryland’s Department of Environment, was also re-appointed for a second term.  These five individuals are part of a 19-member board of trustees that includes five ex-officio positions representing members of the state Senate and House of Delegates, as well as the secretaries of the Departments of Agriculture, Environment, and Natural Resources. The remaining 14 members, who are appointed by the Governor for four-year terms, represent business, education, and conservation interests, as well as local governments and the general public.

Funding from the Trust is sparking on-the-ground change in Maryland’s watersheds and developing Bay stewards throughout the state.  In addition to private and corporate donations, Marylanders also have the opportunity to support the Trust directly by purchasing a Treasure the Chesapeake license plate and by donating via line 37 on the Maryland state income tax form.  For every dollar raised, 90 cents goes directly to fund programs that benefit the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries.  For more information, visit www.cbtrust.org or www.bayplate.org.
